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Shawville

Le printemps a fleuri dans le Pontiac,
avec I'émergence de marchés print-
aniers et de chasses aux ceufs de
Pdques lors des deux derniers
week-ends. Les  festivités  ont
commencé le samedi 16 mars avec la
vente d'artisanat « Hop into Spring »
au Club de l'dge d'Or de Fort-
Coulonge mettant en vedette une var-
iété de vendeurs ainsi que des visites
avec le lapin de Pdaques ! Shawville
était le prochain & entrer dans l'esprit
avec un marché « Spring Fling » qui a
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Home
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Réunion de la MRC
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MRC bids on
slaughterhouse
See pg. 7

Meubles et matelos de qualité  des prix abordables!
QUALITY Furniture & Mattresses
at AFFORDABLE prices!

eu lieu samedi et dimanche, mars 23-
24, au lLodge sur la rue Main. Le
marché comprenait des vendeurs, des
lapins vivants pour les enfants &
visiter et une chasse aux oceufs
de Pdaques. Le Bryson RA s'est
joint & la féte avec une chasse aux
ceufs de Paques le dimanche 24
mars, au Salle RA et au Parc Lions
environnant. Environ deux
douzaines d'enfants ont chassé
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Spring has sprung in the Pontiac
with spring markets and Easter
egg hunts popping up over the
last two weekends. The festivities
started Saturday, March 16, with
the Hop into Spring Craft Sale at
the Golden Age Club in
Fort-Coulonge featuring a
\5 variety of vendors as well as
visits with the Easter Bunny!
Shawville was next to get into

and Sunday, March 23-24, at The
Lodge on Main Street. The
market featured vendors, live
bunnies for the kids to visit, and
an Easter egg hunt. The Bryson
RA joined in the fun with an
Easter egg hunt on Sunday,
March 24, at the RA Hall and
surrounding Lions Park.
Approximately two dozen kids
hunted for 400 eggs hidden
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the spirit with a Spring Fling
rop-up Market held Saturday

pour 400 ceufs cachés autour du
terrain. - Bonnie James
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MRC Meeting

Standing room only against EFW;
plenary to stay private

BONNIE JAMES
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

MRC PONTIAC - The MRC Pontiac’s
Council of Mayors’” monthly meeting was
held March 20 at the MRC headquarters in
Litchfield.

EFW townhall meetings

The narrow Elsie Gibbons Room at the
MRC headquarters was packed to standing
room only with around 30 residents
concerned about the proposed Energy from
Waste (EFW) incinerator project.

Ahead of the public question period, MRC
Warden Jane Toller announced that a series
of 5 townhall meetings would be held to
reveal the EFW business plan to the public.
The first meeting was to be held the
following Monday, March 25, in L'Isle-aux-
Allumettes.

Some residents expressed concern that
not enough advance notice had been given
for the meetings. Amy Taylor of the Pontiac
Independent Facebook group later posted a
segment of the Quebec Municipal Code that
states public notices regarding public meet-
ings must be published at least seven days
before the meeting. In response, Toller
contacted the Ministry of Municipal Affairs
and the MRC’s legal counsel for advice but
did not hear back from either. Toller said the
meetings would proceed as planned, adding:
“We just think it’s best to get this information
out.”

All meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m.
on the following dates:
= March 27 - Fort-Coulonge - Club de I’Age
d’or
* April 3 — Shawville - United Church Hall
* April 9 — Campbell’s Bay RA
* April 10 - Otter Lake RA

L'Isle-aux-Allumettes Mayor Corey
Spence will be giving the presentation at the
meetings. Toller said that she asked Spence
to help because he has worked closely with
her on the Energy from Waste Business Plan
Committee and is well-versed on the topic.
Toller will also be present at all the meetings
and she and Spence will both be available to
answer questions.

Spence said that the presentation will be
balanced considering both pros and cons of
the project, saying: “We’re going to look at
everything, both sides.” He said that the
same presentation will be given at each
location.

Public Question Period

Opening the public question period,
Toller said that 30 minutes is usually allo-
cated for questions. She asked for a show of
hands of those who wished to speak or ask
a question, and nine citizens raised their
hands. Toller said that they would be given
three minutes each to speak.

The most hotly debated question of the
evening was that of when the business
plan would be available to the public. The
question was asked by Christine Anderson

[

on behalf of Friends of the Pontiac, who said
that they’d like to review the business plan
ahead of the townhall meetings.

Toller responded that the business plan
will not be given to any member of the
public or media ahead of the townhall
meetings as the MRC wants the opportunity
to present the plan to the public before the
citizens’ groups have the chance to review
and comment on it.

Other citizens in attendance raised
concerns about pollution and economic
impact. Judith Spence of Citizens of the
Pontiac asked if health and environmental
considerations are addressed in the initial
business plan. Toller said that they are,
and Corey Spence said that health
considerations will be presented at the
townhall meetings.

Judith Spence also mentioned that she is
setting up a private Zoom presentation
with incineration critic Dr. Paul Connett
for interested mayors and municipal
councillors.
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It was standing room only at the MRC headquarters for the monthly council meeting held March 20.

Plenary meetings

A resolution was presented to modify the
existing structure for plenary meetings by
holding part of them in public.

Ahead of the reading of the motion,
Director General Kim Lesage read a letter
from Mélanie Guénette, a consultant with the
union representing the MRC’s employees
(SFPQ), stating: “Our members are not
elected representatives accountable to the
public. We do not accept that they find
themselves in the political arena in front of
the citizens they deal with on a regular
basis.”

MRC employees are unionized, but the
management team is not.

The mayors voted down the resolution,
15 to 3, with only Shawville Mayor Bill
McCleary, Litchfield Mayor Colleen Lariviere,
and Waltham Mayor Odette Godin voting
in favour of opening the plenary sessions to
the public.

The next Council of Mayors meeting will
be held April 17.

Une femme refrouvée inconsciente a la station de la SQ de Campbell's Bay est décédée

FrRANGOIS CARRIER

CAMPBEL'’S BAY - Le Bureau des enquétes
indépendantes (BEI) a annoncé le 11 mars
que la femme retrouvée inconsciente alors
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qu'elle était interrogée au poste de la Sreté
du Québec a Campbell's Bay le 1er mars est
décédée. Selon les premiéres informations
fournies par le BEI, la femme se trouvait dans
une salle d'interrogatoire du poste de police
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lorsqu'elle a été retrouvée inconsciente puis
transportée a I'ndpital, ou son état a été con-
sidéré comme grave. La déclaration ajoute
qu'ils ne divulgueront pas d'autres informa-
tions pour le moment, car leur enquéte est en

cours. La Police de Montréal ménera une
enquéte criminelle parallele. Le BEI enquéte
chaque fois qu'une personne meurt ou est
grievement blessée par des policiers, ou subit
des blessures pendant la garde a vue.
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Réunion de la MRC

Salle debout uniquement contre VED
pléniére pour rester privé

BONNIE JAMES

MRC DE PONTIAC - La
réunion  mensuelle  du
Conseil des maires de la MRC
de Pontiac a eu lieu le 20
mars dernier au siege social
de la MRC de Litchfield.
Assemblées publiques
de la VED

L'étroite  salle  Elsie
Gibbons du siege social de la
MRC n'était bondée que
d'environ 30 résidents
préoccupés par le projet
d'incinérateur valorisation
énergétique des déchets
(VED).

Avant la période de ques-
tions publiques, la préfete de
la MRC, Jane Toller, a annon-
cé gqu'une série de 5 assem-
blées publiques seraient
tenues pour révéler le plan
d'affaires de I'EFW au public.
La premiére rencontre devait
avoir lieu le lundi suivant, le
25 mars, a L'lsle-aux-
Allumettes.

Certains résidents se sont

dits préoccupés par le fait
qu'un préavis suffisant
n'avait pas été donné pour
les réunions. Amy Taylor, du
groupe Facebook Pontiac
Independent, a par la suite
publié un segment du Code
municipal du Québec qui
stipule que les avis publics
concernant les réunions
publiques  doivent  étre
publiés au moins sept jours
avant la réunion. En
réponse, Toller a commu-
niqué avec le ministere des
Affaires municipales et le
conseiller juridique de la
MRC pour obtenir des con-
seils, mais n'a pas eu de nou-
velles de I'un ou l'autre.
Toller a déclaré que les
réunions se dérouleraient
comme prévu, ajoutant :
« Nous pensons simplement
qu'il est préférable de sortir
cette information. »

Les prochaines réu-
nions auront lieu a 19nh00
aux dates suivantes :

e 27 mars - Fort-Coulonge -
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Club de I'Age d'Or
* 3 avril — Shawville - Salle

de I'Eglise Unie
* 9 avril — AR de Campbell's
Bay

e 10 avril — AR de Otter
Lake

Le maire de L'Isle-aux-
Allumettes, Corey Spence,
fera la présentation lors des
rencontres. Toller a déclaré
qu'elle avait demandé a
Spence de l'aider parce qu'il
avait travaillé en étroite
collaboration avec elle sur
le comité du plan d'affaires
sur I'énergie provenant des
déchets et qu'il connaissait
bien le sujet. Toller sera
également présente a toutes
les réunions et elle et
Spence seront tous deux
disponibles pour répondre
aux questions.

Spence a déclaré que
la présentation sera
équilibrée compte tenu des
avantages et des incon-
vénients du projet, en disant :
« Nous allons tout regarder,

Information et inscription :

F)(O)(in

le nouveau directeur du
développement économique Pierre
Cadieux présente pour lo premiére
fois @ la réunion de la MRC
du 20 mars.

les deux cotés. » Il a dit que
la méme présentation sera
donnée a chaque endroit.
Période de questions
publiques
Ouvrant la période de
questions publiques, Toller a
déclaré que 30 minutes
sont généralement allouées
pour les questions. Elle a
demandé un lever la main de
ceux qui souhaitaient pren-
dre la parole ou poser une
question, et neuf citoyens
ont levé la main. Toller a dit
qu'ils auraient trois minutes
chacun pour parler.

La question la plus
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débattue de la soirée était
celle de savoir quand le plan
d'affaires serait mis a la
disposition du public. La
question a été posée par
Christine Anderson au nom
des Friends of the Pontiac,
qui ont dit qu'ils aimeraient
revoir le plan d'affaires avant
les assemblées publiques.
Toller a répondu que le

I]HH!HH[ OF COMMEREE

plan d'affaires ne sera remis
a aucun membre du public
ou aux médias avant les
assemblées publiques, car la
MRC veut avoir l'occasion de
présenter le plan au public
avant que les groupes de
citoyens aient I'occasion
de I'examiner et de le
commenter.

Suite enp. 8
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COMMENTAIRE / COMMENTARY

Pontiac perd un champion des médias locaux

C'est avec des sentiments
partagés que j'ai appris le
départ du directeur général
de CHIP FM, Frangois Carrier
: de la tristesse parce qu'au
cours des huit derniéres
années, j'en suis venu a
considérer Francois comme
un bon ami et un colléegue
professionnel respecté ; mais
aussi de I'excitation pour lui,
alors qu'il franchit une
nouvelle étape dans sa
longue carriere, en apportant
la meilleure qualité¢ de
gestion et de journalisme a
sa houvelle entreprise, en
tant que directeur général du
Droit, le quotidien de langue
francaise d'Ottawa et de
I'Outaouais.

L'expérience de Frangois
dans le domaine du journal-
isme radio est vaste ; avant
ses 12 années passées a
CHIP, il a travaillé dans de
nombreuses stations en
Ontario, au Nouveau-
Brunswick et au Québec. |l
a ensuite occupé plusieurs
postes de gestion en tant
que spécialiste des commu-
nications et, depuis 2021,
il a été président de
I'Association des radios
communautaires du Québec
(ARCQ). Il a également
contribué, dans le cadre
d'une collaboration unique
avec le Journal du Pontiac,
a titre d'éditorialiste de
langue francaise.

Tout au long de sa car-
riére, il s'est toujours engagé
a lutter contre la désinforma-
tion qu'il considére comme
une menace pour notre
démocratie. Il a également
été un mentor précieux
pour de nombreux jeunes
journalistes, tant a la radio
qu'au Journal.

Frangois laisse derriére
lui de grandes chaussures a
remplir et un héritage remar-
quable. Dans son travail

avec CHIP FM, il a rapide-
ment augmenté le nombre
d'auditeurs en introduisant
de nombreuses innovations

une forte concentration
sur les nouvelles locales ; un
changement de fréquence
pour l'actuelle 101,9 FM,
qui a étendu la portée de la
diffusion de CHIP ; l'intro-
duction des matchs de
hockey des Canadiens de
Montréal a la radio ;
l'augmentation de la popu-
laritt du Radio Bingo de
CHIP et la collaboration avec
les Chevaliers de Colomb de
Fort-Coulonge pour les aider
pendant une période de
difficultés financieres ; et la
fourniture de mises a jour
des services d'urgence
locaux 24 heures sur 24
pendant les inondations
dévastatrices de 2019 et la
pandémie de Covid 19.
Selon Diane Grenier,
présidente du conseil d'ad-
ministration du PICS, « la
couverture des inondations
de 2019 a été remarquable !
Francois et son équipe ont
été tres présents et appréciés
par la communauté. »

Francois a aidé a créer un
média multiplateforme qui
comprend des entrevues,
des divertissements et un
site Web mis a jour avec des
entrevues audio et vidéo ;
il a eu son propre créneau
horaire en tant qu‘annon-
ceur a I'émission « Bonjour
Pontiac » de 6 h a 9 h, du
lundi au vendredi, et il
a organisé des débats
politiques et parrainé de
nombreux événements
communautaires.

L'un de ces événements a
été le Choix des Lecteurs du
Journal, ou il a non seule-
ment été un commanditaire,
mais ou il a partagé la sceéne
avec moi pour présenter les
nominés et les gagnants, en

frangais. Je me souviens
particulierement de son
soutien lorsque, pendant la
pandémie, nous n‘avons pas
été en mesure d'organiser
notre habituelle remise de
prix en personne : Francois
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Pontiac loses a local media champion

It was with mixed
emotions that | learned
about the departure of
CHIP FM’s Director
General, Francois Carrier:
sorrow because over the
past 8 years | have come

Frangois Carrier et Lynne Lavery, directrice générale du Journal, lors de
la remise des prix du Choix des lecteurs 2022.

Francois Carrier and Journal GM Lynne Lavery af the 2022 Reader’s

Choice awards.

a travaillé avec moi pour
faire une présentation radio
en direct des nominés et des
gagnants pendant plusieurs
soirées. C'était un véritable
témoignage de son engage-
ment envers la coopération
et la communauté.

Francois Carrier, son
énergie et sa vision man-
queront au Pontiac. Je lui
souhaite bonne chance dans
ses nouvelles fonctions et
j'espere que le conseil
d'administration du CHIP
aura la chance de trouver un
remplagant solide pour pour-
suivre le bon travail et les
collaborations communau-
taires qu'il a créés au cours
des 12 derniéres années.

Lynne Lavery,
Directrice générale
Journal du Ponitac

(File photo)

to consider Francois a
good friend, and a
respected professional
colleague; but also
excitement for him, as he
takes another step along
his long career, of bringing
the best quality of
management and journal-
ism to his newest endeav-
or, as GM of Le Droit,
Ottawa and Outaouais’

daily French language
newspaper.

Francois’  experience
in the field of radio

journalism has been exten-
sive; before his 12 years
with CHIP, he worked in
many different stations
including Radio commu-
nautaire de Sherbrooke;
Radio des Hauts-Plateaux
in New Brunswick,
as news director; and

Radio communautaire de
Radisson in James Bay.
This was followed by
several management
positions as a communica-
tions  specialist  with
different French Language
associations, and since
2021 as president of
the Association des
radios communautaires du
Québec (ARCQ). He has
also contributed, in a
unique collaboration with
the Pontiac Journal, as a
French language editorial
writer.

Throughout his career
he always maintained
a commitment to fight
against  misinformation
and “fake news”, seeing
them as threats to our
democracy. And, he has
been a valuable mentor to
many young journalists,
both on the radio and with
the Journal.

Frangois is leaving
behind big shoes to fill and
a notable legacy. In his
work with CHIP FM,
he quickly increased
listeners by  bringing
forward many new inno-
vations: a strong focus on
local news; a change
in frequency to the
current 101.9 FM, which
extended CHIP’s broadcast
range; bringing Montreal
Canadiens hockey games
to the radio; growing the
popularity of CHIP’s Radio
Bingo and then working in
collaboration  with the
Fort-Coulonge Chevaliers
de Colomb to help them
during a time of financial
difficulty; and providing
24 hour local emergency
services updates during
the devastating 2019
floods and the Covid 19
pandemic. According to
Diane Grenier, president of

the CHIP board, "The cov-
erage of the 2019 floods
was remarkable! Francois
and his team were very
present and appreciated by
the community."

Frangois has helped
create a multi-platform
medium that includes
interviews, entertainment
and an updated website
with audio and video
interviews; he’s had his
own time-slot as an
announcer on “Bonjour
Pontiac” from 6 to 9 am,
Monday to Friday, and he
has organized political
debates and sponsored
many community events.

One such event has
been the Journal’s own
annual Readers’ Choice
Awards, where he was not
only a sponsor but shared
the stage with me to
present the nominees and
winners, in French. One
special memory of his
support is when, during
the pandemic, we weren’t
able to do our usual in-
person awards presenta-
tion: Francois worked with
me to do a live radio
presentation of the
nominees and winners
over several nights. It was
a true testament to his
commitment to coopera-
tion and community.

Pontiac will miss
Francois Carrier, his ener-
gy and vision. | wish him
well in his new position;
and | hope the CHIP board
will be fortunate enough to
find a strong replacement
to continue the good work
and community collabora-
tions he has created over
the past 12 years.

Lynne Lavery,
General Manager
Pontiac Journal
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Incinerator dreams

Wait - did you say $450,000,000 to build
the incinerator? 450 MILLION dollars? That’s
equivalent to the entire MRC Pontiac budget
for 45 years. That’s equivalent to a thousand
new $450,000 houses. Housing crisis?

That’s almost half a billion bucks! Where
would all that money come from? It has to be
either private equity or government. If it’s
investors, after the consultants, lawyers and
planners have taken away their big slice, the
financiers will expect to make a profit on the

venture. That money is not staying here in
the Pontiac. If it's government money, that
would come from more taxes on Canadians.
And what’s in it for us? Currently the MRC
budgets less than $2 million a year for waste
management. So, this project isn't really
about our garbage at all. Let’s keep it simple
- reduce, reuse, recycle. Leave me the birds
and the bees.
Peter Ruppell,
THORNE

Trust the process

As a resident of Pontiac, | support the
MRC’s proposed Energy from Waste
project.  After reading the March 13
Journal, | felt it important to respond to all
the negativity given by these so-called
experts and special interest groups. | prefer
to wait and hear what the Quebec
Ministers of Environment and Health have
to say on the project.

This project is not going to happen
overnight; there will be impact studies and
public hearings etc. for a project of this
size.

| support our mayors and the work they
have been doing for the county. They
don’t have an easy job, continually being
criticized for something that could be
economically sustainable for the Pontiac if
approved. You know the old saying, “it is

easier to criticize than do the job yourself”!

If the “Friends of the Pontiac” are really
serious about the health and wellbeing of
the people of the Pontiac, what are they
doing about what is unfolding upriver?
What CNL is planning to do at Chalk River
[building a nuclear dump site] could have
a far more damaging impact on the health
of Pontiac residents than the proposed
incinerator. Why is there so much cancer in
Pontiac County and Renfrew County?

Let the MRC do its job and if the
Ministries of Environment and Health
determine that Energy from Waste isn’t a
safe way to go, then it won’t happen.
Simple as that.

A proud Pontiacer!

Helen Routliffe,
FORT-COULONGE

LETTRES
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Ce n'est pas la Cote d'Azur

Je m'appelle Hilde Noll et mon mari et
moi possédons une propriété sur le chemin
de la chute a Mansfield. En janvier, nous
avons remarqué que I'évaluation de notre
propriété - a savoir le lot - a énormément
augmenté. Il est passé de 7 900 $ a
157 900 $ (2 000 %). L'évaluation de
notre maison a également augmenté de
47%. Nous sommes dans une région
rurale, a environ 6 km du village de
Mansfield, et nous avons notre propre
puits et notre propre systéeme septique.

Notre petit bungalow (130 m2) se
trouve sur un terrain de 48 m au bord de
I'eau sur la Riviere Coulonge, accessible
par un sentier escarpé, car nous sommes a
30 m au-dessus de la riviére. C'est notre
résidence permanente et nous sommes
propriétaires du lot depuis plus de 20 ans.
Il n'a jamais fait partie du nouveau
développement sur la riviére. Notre compte
de taxes a augmenté de prés de 1 100 $
pour trés peu de services municipaux.

Nous avons Iu que I'évaluation
immobiliere est maintenant basée sur la
« valeur marchande probable » mais nous
nous demandons a quel marché ils nous
comparent, ce n'est pas la Cote d'Azur !
Les évaluations des propriétés pour les
chalets plus en haut de la riviere ont

également augmenté considérablement, la
plupart des lots de 1 acre (sans batiments)
ont été précédemment évalués a 45 600 $
et sont maintenant a 232 500 $.

Etre I'un des plus pauvres (ou des
plus pauvres ?) Les MRC du Québec, ces
évaluations n'ont tout simplement pas de
sens. Sommes-nous la seule MRC ou cela
se produit ? Nous avons parlé a des amis et
a des membres de notre famille a Québec et
dans d'autres villes du Québec, et leurs
évaluations sont inférieures aux notres
avec beaucoup plus de services.

Depuis janvier, nous essayons d'entrer
en contact avec un évaluateur du MRC.
Malgré plusieurs tentatives, nous n‘avons
jamais été en mesure de rencontrer ou de
parler au téléphone avec quiconque
pour en savoir plus. Quelques semaines
seulement aprés notre premier courriel,
nous avons regu une réponse écrite,
mais elle ne répond pas vraiment a nos
questions.

Nous sommes fermement convaincus
qu'il devrait y avoir quelqu'un disponible
pour répondre aux questions et
pré-occupations des résidents et pour
expliquer les décisions de la MRC.

Hilde Noll,
MANSFIELD

Reasons for empty houses

Bonnie James’ March 13 editorial
“Lonely, little houses” was on point - really
on point. I've had talks with locals about
why those homes sit empty. There are
reasons. A lot of it comes down to
insurance and liability, or unwillingness,
or inability to part out the piece of land
the house sits on.

There’re reasons many have moved off
the land and out of those homes. Insurance

dictates a lot, as does land policies.

The guys who bought up the land
wholesale don’t want people in those
houses because it doesn’t benefit them.

It’s a cultural trend to not own land, not
be rural, and not be family and locally
based.

It should be turned around.

Kevin Johnson,
FORT-COULONGE

Bad tenants aren't worth it

In Bonnie James’ March 13 editorial
“Lonely, little houses” she asks why houses
sit empty. The answer is easy for me. | own
a building that we were renting out as
apartments - it was a nightmare. Though we
had some amazing tenants, we also had
some that were the absolute worst. They left
damages that cost more than their total rent
paid, didn’t pay, and made every excuse for
their delays. Many left without paying their
bills. We included hydro with the rent and
had one tenant that would leave the heat on
in the winter with the window open just
above it to air out their apartment of
marijuana. Our hydro bill was so high once
that hydro asked me to check if the tenant
was growing.

If you look at the regulations to get a

tenant out of your apartment, it's almost
impossible, especially if they are low income
or on welfare, because they have unlimited
access to legal aid. We spent thousands of
dollars fixing up our place and we said no
dogs. Tenants can move in with no animals,
and a simple letter from their doctor saying
that they need an "emotional support”" pet,
and there’s nothing you can do. You can't
get first and last months rent, or a damage
deposit. We chose to leave the building
empty and squash our dreams of being
landlords. The government isn't on our side.
| don't need the extra stress and headache
knowing it will cost me more money than
| can charge in rent.

Crystal Dubeau,

OTTER LAKE

300 logements pour |'Outaouais,
0 pour le Ponfiac

Mme Chatel étes-vous toujours députée
au Parlement & Ottawa?

Jusqu’a présent vous n’avez rien fait
pour le Pontiac - la MRC la plus pauvre au
Québec. 300 logements pour I’Outaouais,

un gros zéro avec une barre pour le
Pontiac.

Rhéal Bertrand,
MANSFIELD

PLUS DE NOUVELLES : www.journalpontiac.com

» Soumissions de la MRC pour I'abattoir

e Budget du Québec

e Rapport du Conseil du Pontiac

e Subventions pour la rénovation domiciliaire
e Vente d'artisanat de printemps

MoORE NEWS: www.pontiacjournal.com

= Pontiac Council report
» Ski Pontiac AGM

e Des Collines Senior Services anniversary
< Monday Night Hockey League champions

Don't miss DISPATCHES FROM THE 148 : Page 19
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MUNICIPALITE DE PONTIAC - La
séance réguliére du Conseil s’est tenue le
12 mars au centre communautaire
de Luskville. Quatre résidents étaient
présents et la conseillere McCann était
absente.

Administration

Mario Allen a été nommé directeur
général (DG) et directeur des travaux
publics (TP) aprées deux ans a titre de DG
intérimaire et directeur intérimaire des TP.
Son mandat original était de quatre mois
en avril 2022.

Le réglement 08-24 concernant la
mise & jour de la tarification des biens et
services de la municipalité a été adopté.

Le contrat d’engagement avec le
Centre de services partagés du Québec
(CSPQ) pour les photocopieurs, fourni-
tures et papier requis pour I’hotel de ville

PETITE VILLE

et la bibliothéque de Luskville a été
prolongé pour une période de 24 mois.

La conseillere McCann a été nommée
a titre de représentante municipale
au comité d’administration de [’Office
d’Habitation du Pontiac (OHP).

Un col bleu journalier a été embauché
pour un maximum de 1 000 heures.

Travaux publics

Le service des TP a été autorisé a
déposer des soumissions jusqu’a un
montant maximum de 25 000 $ chacun
pour des équipements usagés mis en
vente a Les Encans Ritchie Bros, incluant
une remorque et des conteneurs pour
I’écocentre. Lors d’une rencontre spéciale
le 19 mars, un petit camion pour les
vidanges a été ajouté a la liste d’achat
afin de faciliter la collecte des ordures
dans les chemins privés en hiver
et pour appuyer les travaux de
déneigement, pour un montant maximum

UNISSANT TOUT LE PONTIAC = UNITING ALL THE PONTIAC

Le Conseil de Pontiac adopte de nouveaux réglements et nomme un DG permanent

autorisé de 50 000 $.
Urbanisme

Les reglements 05-24, 06-24 et
07-24 concernant les dérogations
mineures, les nuisances, et le fonction-
nement du comité consultatif d’urbanisme
(CCU) ont été adoptés.

Une demande pour un délai
supplémentaire a été soumise a la MRC
des Collines pour compléter la révision du
plan et des reglements d’urbanisme.

La municipalit¢ de Pontiac ainsi
que d’autres municipalités de la MRC
des Collines ont déposé une requéte
collective au ministere des Affaires
municipales et de I’habitation (MAMH)
pour un délai afin de rendre conformes
les divers réglements au plan révisé
d’urbanisme et de développement de la
MRC des Collines.

Un arpenteur sera mandaté pour
remplacer les marqueurs cadastraux au

1863 du chemin de la Montagne.

Une entente de location pour le lot
municipal associé aux inondations situé
au 447 chemin Clavelle a été autorisée
avec un propriétaire voisin.

Le Conseil a lancé un appel de
candidatures pour le renouvellement
des membres du comité consultatif
d’urbanisme (CCU).

Loisirs et culture

Un montant de 35 000 $ a été avancé
pour couvrir les dépenses associées
au Festival Country de Pontiac 2024.
Ce montant doit étre remboursé a méme
les ventes réalisées.

Deux armoires de rangements pour
chacun des centres communautaires de
Luskville et de Quyon seront achetées
aux montants de 699 $ chacun, plus
les taxes.

English version available at www.
pontiacjournal.com

SMALL TOWN

J% BI

NOUS SECURISONS LA NATURE AUTOUR DE VOUS !

Entigrement assuré © Abattage / élagage © Défrichage
Camion nacelle 60" Service de grue et de pont élévateur
Broyage de souches * Service d'urgence 24 heures

WERE MAKING NATURE SAFE AROUND YOU!

Fully insured * Tree removal / pruning © Lot clearing
60" Bucket truck * Crane and spider lift service * Stump grinding
24 hours emergency service
Proudly serving the Pontiac! ~ Fierement au service du Pontiac!

Free quote - 613-710-TREE (8733) - Estimation gratuite

Email: customtreeservice@outlook.com
B3 ystom tree service shawville ~ Web: www.customireeservices.ca

SHAMROCK ENTERPRISES

Pompage Septique / Septic Pumping

Location de toilettes / Toilet Rentals
Stations de lavage des mains / Hand Wash Stations
Réservoirs de rétentions / Holding Tanks

819-639-8000 ~ 613-986-2304

Paraléllisme « Freins « Systéme d'échappement « Pneus « Amortisseurs
Alignment « Brakes « Exhaust « Tires « Shocks « Struts

CENTRE DE SERVicg

TOITURES OOFING

™,
(_orsteieclions

MORIN & FILS INC.

Entrepreneur Général / General Contractor

NEWBERRY

Gouttieres sans joints
Seamless Eavestrough

Simon Newberry

993, ch. Picanoc, Otter Lake, QC.
RBQ# 5786-9588-01

819-635-5599

Fondations - Charpentes - Rénovations
Foundations - Framing - Renovations

#RBQ 5820-1096-01 Ontario # 1000730877

613-633-3693

gabi@constructionsmorinetfils.ca

Mike Allard & Chantal Fortin

288, route 148, Mansfield, QC JOX TR0

819-683-1552




UNISSANT TOUT LE PONTIAC = UNITING ALL THE PONTIAC

MRC places bid to save slaughterhouse

BoONNIE JAMES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

MRC PONTIAC - On March 15, the MRC placed a bid to
purchase the assets including the building, equipment,
machinery, and five lots, of Abattoir les Viandes du
Pontiac. The slaughterhouse is in the process of filing for
bankruptcy and the assets were up for sale.

MRC Communications Advisor Francis Beausoleil said
the bid was made in an effort to keep the slaughterhouse
in the Pontiac. Warden Jane Toller and Director General
Kim Lesage both stressed that the move was in support of
Pontiac agriculture.

Funds for the bid came from the third and fourth
streams of the Regions and Rurality Fund (FRR) after a
special sitting of the Council of Mayors held March 13 to
authorize use of the funds. The resolution stated that the
financing was aimed at maintaining the slaughterhouse’s
activities on the territory.

MRC Economic Development Commissioner for
Agriculture, Shanna Armstrong, and DG Kim Lesage held
several meetings leading up to the bid with the Agrisaveur
Committee, Warden Toller, the SADC, UPA, MAMH,
MAPAQ, CDROL, local agronomist Roger St-Cyr, MRC
lawyers, and key Pontiac agricultural producers to
evaluate how the Agrisaveur agri-food processing project
could be incorporated with the slaughterhouse.

Lesage said that a market study was still underway to
determine how the Agrisaveur project could best meet the
needs of local producers, but the imminent sale of the

(Photo: Abattoir les Viandes du Pontiac)

slaughterhouse has forced the MRC and stakeholders to
speed up the process and consider what could be done to
avoid losing the important facility.

On March 20, Lesage said that she hadn’t yet received
any information regarding the MRC’s bid from the firm
responsible for the sale, Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton,
other than that it could take some time because of the
number of stakeholders involved in the situation. “On that
end, we don’t know what’s going on and they couldn’t
give us a timeframe to expect an answer.” she said.

Lesage also mentioned while the MRC had placed the
bid, if successful, the MRC will not be involved in the
slaughterhouse operations and the exact configuration is
still to be determined.

Nouveau directeur du développement économique

de la MRC

BONNIE JAMES

LITCHFIELD - Le Conseil des maires a nommé Pierre
Cadieux a titre de nouveau directeur du développement
économique lors d'une séance extraordinaire du conseil
tenue le 13 mars au siége social de la MRC a Litchfield.

Cadieux a pris le micro pour se présenter et a remercié les
maires pour leur vote de confiance. Il a expliqué qu'il a com-
mencé sa carriere en tant qu'assistant d'un député, ce qui lui
a permis de connaitre et de respecter la sphéere des élus.

M. Cadieux a déclaré qu'il est un expert en relations
gouvernementales avec une expérience dans les
associations de l'industrie facilitant les partenariats entre
I'industrie et le gouvernement. Il a conclu en disant qu'il
avait hate de commencer a travailler le lendemain matin.

Cadieux a décliné toutes les demandes d'entrevue des
médias locaux en disant qu'il voulait d'abord rencontrer son
équipe et se familiariser avec les dossiers et les priorités

de Ponfiac

actuels de développement économique de la MRC avant d'en
discuter directement avec les journalistes.

Dans un communiqué transmis par I'entremise du service
des communications de la MRC, M. Cadieux a déclaré que le
travail est : « Une tache que j'aborde avec sérieux et
enthousiasme, car je reconnais la grande responsabilité
stratégique qu'elle implique. Jai la chance de pouvoir
compter sur une équipe de neuf commissaires au
développement économique et du personnel de soutien qui
travaillent fort chaque jour pour développer le potentiel
économique du Pontiac et soutenir les entreprises locales
dans toutes les spheres de I'activité économique... Je viens a
la MRC avec une expérience pertinente et je suis prét a
relever ce défi passionnant avec enthousiasme et énergie.
Je me joins a tous ceux qui s'engagent dans la réussite
socio-économique de la MRC de Pontiac. »

Cadieux remplace Guillaume Boudreau, qui a quitté le
poste en décembre 2023.
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www.pilonkitchens.com  Zach@pilonkitchens.com
Zach Pilon -

RBQ 5676-1638-01

819-593-7975

TREPANIER & RAFFOUL
NOTAIRES/NOTARIES

Cessionnaire du greffe de Jean-Pierre Pigeon

Marc Trépanier / André Trépanier
Dany Raffoul / Marianne Guillemette
510 Maloney Est, #202, Gatineau © 819.643.2021
37 Patterson, Campbell’s Bay  819.648.2525

T

REFRIGERATION
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Jamie McKnight 613-229-6270

CET ESPACE PEUT ETRE LE VOTRE

BILINGUE / BILINGUAL
ANNUAIRE PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

THIS SPACE COULD BE YOURS

Vous pouvez réserver cet espace /
Call to reserve your space:

819-683-3532

EUCHRE IN BRYSON

The Catholic Woman's League
(CWL)  of the Immaculate
Conception Church in Bryson held
their annual Euchre Tournament
on Saturday, March 16. The event
is o fundraiser for the Share Lent
Project, an annual initiative by
Development and Peace — Caritas
Canada. This year’s campaign aims
to support impoverished rural
communities across the Global
South in defending their rights to
life, land, water, biodiversity,
justice, ~health, participation,
decent livelihoods, a healthy
environment and more.

According to CWL member Lucienne LaSalle, tournament turnout was down f
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rom last year due to competition from St. Patrick’s Day celebrations;

however, 16 players in teams of four gathered to compete for cash prizes and enjoy teq, coffee and dessert for the entry fee of $5.00.
Players also participated in a 50/50 draw and had a chance at a cash door prize.
PHOTO: L/R: Brent Smith, Willard Smith, Cloudette Stanton and Marcel Dufault at "The King's Table" for the annual Bryson CWL Euchre

Tournament on March 16.

-Clifford Welsh

Woman found unconscious in SQ inferrogation room has died

FrRANCOIS CARRIER
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

CAMPBELL'S BAY - On
March 11, the Bureau of
Independent Investigations
(BEI) announced that the
woman who was found

Communiqué de presse
Pour diffusion immédiate (English to follow)

EPONTIAC

OUTAOUAIS

des déchets

tous les résidents.

Dates et lieux des présentations :

Press release
For immediate release

La MRC de Pontiac organise des présentations publiques sur le projet de valorisation énergétique

Suivant la réunion du Conseil des maires du 20 mars demier, la MRC de Pontiac organise cing rencontres publiques afin de
présenter |'analyse initiale d‘affaires du projet de valorisation énergétique des déchets. Cette analyse a été préparée par Deloitte
et Ramboll @ la suite de I'adoption par le Conseil des maires de la résolution C. M. EX-2023-10-05 le 25 octobre 2023. Les
participants auront 'occasion de poser des questions. Chaque réunion présentera la méme information et permettra d'informer

Fort-Coulonge - Mercredi le 27 mars @ 19h00 ; Club de IAge d'or, 566 rue Baume, Fort-Coulonge.
Shawville - Mercredi le 3 avril @ 19h00 ; United Church Hall, 410 rue Main, Shawville
Campbell’s Bay - Mardi le 9 avril @ 19h00 ; Centre récréatif de Campbell’s Bay,

2 twe Second, Campbell’s Bay

394 rue Tessier, Otter Lake

Otter Lake - Mercredi le 10 avril @ 19h00 ; Association récréative d'Otfer Lake,

Townhall dates and locations :

MRC Pontiac holds townhall meefings on the Energy from Waste (EFW) project

Following the meeting of the Council of Mayors held on March 20, the MRC Pontiac is organizing five public meetings to present
the initial business case for the Energy from Waste project. This business case was prepared by Deloitte and Ramboll as the
result of the adoption by the Coundil of Mayors of resolution C. M. EX-2023-10-05 on October 25, 2023. There will be an op-
portunity to ask questions. Each meeting will present the same material and provide an update to all residents.

Fort-Coulonge - Wednesday March 27th at 7 pm. Club de I’Age d’Or, 566 rue Baume, Fort-Coulonge
Shawville - Wednesday April 3rd at 7 pm. United Church Hall, 410 rue Main, Shawville

Campbell’s Bay - Tuesday April 9th at 7 pm. Campbell’s Bay RA, 2 rue Second, Campbell’s Bay.
Otter Lake - Wednesday April 10th at 7 pm. Otter Lake RA, 394 rue Tessier, Otter Lake.

Francis Beausoleil Conseiller stratégique en communication / Strategic Communication Advisor
MRC de Pontiac / MRC Pontiac f.beausoleil@mrcpontiac.qc.ca 819-650-2445

unconscious in the interroga-
tion room of the Campbell’s
Bay Sdreté du Québec (SQ)
station has died.

Friday, March 1, around
2:30 p.m., the BEI launched
an investigation into the
circumstances of a detention
involving the SQ station.
According to information
released by the BEI, around
8:40 a.m., SQ police officers
arrested a woman at her
home. Later in the day,
around 11:15 a.m., she was
allegedly found unconscious
on the floor of the SQ sta-
tion’s interrogation room.
First aid was provided to her,
and she was then transport-
ed to a hospital where her
condition was considered
serious. No further informa-
tion has been made available
at this time by the BEL.

According to procedure in
this type of case, no
theory can be mentioned,
nor any element of the
investigation made public
before the conclusion, which
can take several months.
Contacted by CHIP FM, the
BEI nevertheless confirmed
that the interrogation room is
monitored by cameras, and
they are in possession of the
footage.

Five BEI investigators
were tasked with investigat-
ing the circumstances
surrounding the interven-
tion; given normal proce-
dures in this type of case, the
Montreal police are taking
over the original criminal
investigation that led to the
arrest, as the SQ cannot
continue the investigation
while they are under investi-

gation. The  BEI is
asking anyone who may
have witnessed this event to
contact them via their web-
site:  www.bei.gouv.qgc.ca.
BEI investigations take on
average just over five
months.

The BEI’'s mission is to
shed complete light on
the facts surrounding the
police intervention. The BEI
investigates all cases where
a person, other than a police
officer on duty, dies, suffers
serious injury or is injured
by a firearm used by a
police officer during a police
intervention or while in
police custody.

Both the SQ and the
Montreal City Police Service
declined to comment
due to the ongoing BEI
investigation.

MRC— delap. 3

D'autres citoyens présents ont soulevé

d'entre elles en public.
Avant la lecture de la motion, la direc-

des préoccupations au sujet de la pollution
et de l'impact économique. Judith Spence,
des Citoyens du Pontiac, demande si
les considérations sanitaires et environ-
nementales sont prises en compte dans le
plan d'affaires initial. Toller a dit qu'ils le
sont, et Corey Spence a déclaré que les
considérations de santé seront présentées
lors des assemblées publiques.

Judith Spence a également mentionné
qu'elle met en place une présentation zoom
privée avec le critique en incinération, le
Dr Paul Connett, pour les maires et les
conseillers municipaux intéressés.

Séances plénieres

Une résolution a été présentée pour
modifier la structure existante des
séances pléniéres en tenant une partie

trice générale Kim Lesage a lu une lettre de
Mélanie Guénette, conseillere auprés du
syndicat représentant les employés de la
MRC (SFPQ), déclarant : « Nos membres
ne sont pas des élus responsables devant le
public. Nous n'acceptons pas qu'ils se
retrouvent dans l'aréne politique devant
les citoyens avec qui ils traitent réguliere-
ment. » Les employés de la MRC sont
syndiqués, mais pas I'équipe de direction.

Les maires ont rejeté la résolution, par
15 voix contre 3, seuls le maire de
Shawville, Bill McCleary, la mairesse de
Litchfield, Colleen Lariviére, et la mairesse
de Waltham, Odette Godin, votant en
faveur de I'ouverture des séances plénieres
au public.

La prochaine réunion du Conseil des
maires aura lieu le 17 avril.
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New Director of Economic Development

BONNIE JAMES

LITCHFIELD - The Council
of Mayors appointed Pierre
Cadieux as the new Director
of Economic Development at
a special council sitting
held March 13 at the MRC
headquarters in Litchfield.

Cadieux took the mic to
introduce  himself  and
thanked the mayors for
their vote of confidence. He
explained that he started his
career as an assistant to a
member of parliament which
gave him knowledge of and
respect for the sphere of
elected officials.

Cadieux said that he is a
government relations expert
with a background in
industry associations facili-
tating partnerships between
industry and government.
He closed by saying that he
looked forward to starting
work the next morning.

Cadieux declined all inter-

for MRC Pontiac

L/R: MRC Warden Jane Toller, new Director of Economic Development
Pierre Cadieux, and Director General Kim Lesage.

view requests from local
media saying that he wanted
to first meet with his team
and familiarize himself with
the MRC's current economic
development files and priori-
ties before discussing them
directly with journalists.

In a statement sent
through the MRC’s commu-
nications department,

(Photo: MRC Pontiac)

Cadieux said that the job is:
“a task | approach with
seriousness and enthusiasm,
as | recognize the great
strategic responsibility it
entails. | am fortunate to be
able to count on a team of
nine economic development
commissioners and support
staff who work hard every
day to develop Pontiac's

e 20

SOUPER DE LA SAINT-PATRICK
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AU PATRO

Dimanche le 15 mars au pavillon Ladouceur se déroulait un succulent repas pour féter la Saint Patrick.
Prés de cinquante personnes de tous Gges étaient présentes. Au menu, un succulent ragodt irlandais dont
les participants se sont régalé dans une ambiance de féte. On sait que les gens du Pontiac ont @ coeur

|a féte de lo Saint Patrick.

economic potential and
support local businesses in
all spheres of economic
activity...l come to the MRC
with relevant experience and

I'm ready to take on this
exciting challenge with
enthusiasm and energy.
I join all those who are com-
mitted to the socio-economic

-Louis Landry

success of the MRC Pontiac.”

Cadieux replaces
Guillaume Boudreau, who
left the position in December,
2023.
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Clay Pieschke
Entrepreneur général

Construction Pieschke Inc.
R.B.Q. : 5621-8423-17

Novoclimat
Commercial ®

Residential ® Industrial

Résidentielle

Cell: 819-962-6010

constructionpieschke@gmail.com

www.constructionpieschke.com

“FINITION INTERIEURE / EXTERIEURE

Renovaﬁ _

~ p—

~lan Lepme

810, rue Vanier, Bryson, Qc="—

-819-209-7283 ——

Tanlepinerenovation@outlook.com

RBQ# 5766-4872-01

SPRING RENOVATION

Lobking to renovate? The government may be able to hélp

TAYLOR CLARK
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

MRC PONTIAC — Whether
you’re looking to be more
energy efficient, shrink your
energy bill, improve your
home comfort level, or set
your sights on a hew home
build, wvarious loans and
grants can help offset the
costs.

While the MRC Pontiac
itself doesn’t offer grants or
loans, a memorandum
of understanding with the
Société d’Habitation du
Québec allows them to
offer the RénoRégion and
the Residential Adaption
Assistance programs.

RénoRégion offers finan-
cial assistance to low-
income homeowners or
occupiers in rural areas to fix
major home defects such as
structural, plumbing, or
heating issues. Those inter-
ested in applying have to
wait until early 2025 as the

budget allocated for 2023
to 2025 has been maxed
due to the high number of
eligible pending files.

The Residential Adaption
Assistance Program ensures
people with permanent
disabilities can continue
daily routines and reside in
their own homes.

For more details on either
program, Vvisit mrcpontiac.
gc.ca/en/residents/
renovation-programs/.

The Government of
Quebec also provides finan-
cial assistance for eligible
projects. In Quebec, the only
way to access the Canada
Greener Homes Grant is
through the Rénoclimat
program, which offers
grants to improve home
energy performance. After
May 1, the grant amounts
are expected to increase.

If you’re planning on
replacing your heating
system or water heater, you
may qualify for financial
assistance under Chauffez
vert. A single-family home

could see $1,275 in
assistance to convert an oil
heating system and $850
for propane. For water
heaters, a single-family
home could receive $250 for
swapping out an oil heater
and $200 for propane.

Whether you’re an
owner or tenant, the
Econologis program offers
free individualized advice
and minor work to improve
the comfort level and energy
use of your home. To quali-
fy, the total income of all
occupants must be below
the eligible income threshold
laid out by the program.

If you’re starting from
scratch, insist your home
be built to Novoclimat
standards for $2,000 in
financial  assistance or
$4,000 for first-time home
buyers. Along with
providing healthier indoor
air and efficient heating,
it's estimated a Novoclimat
home saves 20% on energy
costs compared to others.

Quebec residents can
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also claim partial tax refunds
of the provincial and federal
sales tax paid on construc-
tion materials, services, and
other costs for substantial
renovations; 90% or more of
the building is removed or
replaced. The rebate can
reach up to $6,300 for GST
and up to $9,975 for QST.

The Canada Greener
Homes Loan program offers
10 years of interest-free
financing to assist
Canadians in making their
home more energy-efficient
and comfortable. Loans
range from $5,000 to
$40,000 and are calculated
based on the selected
retrofits as well as quotes for
the work.

Certain private energy
companies provide cus-
tomers with incentives for
home improvement projects
like  replacing heating
systems, water heaters, or
air exchangers. Reach out to
your provider to learn more
about which incentives you
may qualify for.

[ petits changements
gui ont ungros impact !

W 8

\ ansde
\ célébration

years of
celebration

Merci beaucoup pour votre soutien
tout au long de ces années !

Thanks so much for your
support through the years!

Nous devons notre succes
a des amis et a des clients comme
vous, et nous sommes reconnaissants
de faire partie de cette merveilleuse
communauté.

La Salle

Property maintenance
Snow removal

Julien LaSalle (613) 407-3895

We owe our success
to friends and customers
like you, and we’re grateful
to be a part of this
wonderful community.

Vous n’avez pas envie de vous lancer
dans des rénovations d’envergure, mais
aimeriez tout de méme donner un nouveau
souffle a vos piéces?

Voici sept petits projets qui transformeront
I’allure de votre maison en peu de temps — et
a moindre coQt!

1. Changer les poignées : de toutes
nouvelles poignées pour vos portes
d’armoires, vos tiroirs, vos garde-robes, vos
portes intérieures, etc., suffisent pour en
maodifier le look. Selon le cas, optez pour des
modeles modernes, rétro ou intemporels qui
s’harmoniseront au style de chaque piece.

2. Resurfacer les armoires : donnez une
cure de jeunesse a votre cuisine en
resurfacant les armoires. Il est possible
d’appliquer un revétement autocollant sur les
surfaces extérieures visibles ou de remplacer
compléetement les portes tout en conservant
les caissons, par exemple. Une autre solution
simple est de les peindre.

3. Remplacer la robinetterie des
accessoires au goQt du jour (robinets, pomme
de douche, etc.) sont une excellente fagon
de changer I’'apparence de la cuisine ou de la
salle de bain. Profitez-en pour réduire votre
empreinte environnementale en misant sur
des produits a faible débit d’eau!

4. Repeindre les murs : « revampez » vos
piéces grace a une couche de peinture.
Choisissez des teintes froides ou claires pour
agrandir et aérer I'espace, ou des tons chauds
ou foncés pour créer une ambiance plus
intime.

5. Recouvrir les siéges : canapés, fauteuils
et chaises de cuisine ou de bureau peuvent
tous étre « relookés » grace a un nouveau
revétement. Pour un résultat aussi esthétique
que durable, sélectionnez des tissus qui résis-
tent aux frottements. Des housses constituent
une option économique, mais veillez a bien
prendre vos mesures pour en choisir une qui
épousera parfaitement votre siege.

6. Créer un mur accent : dynamisez la
chambre a coucher, le salon ou le bureau, par
exemple, en peignant un mur d’une couleur
contrastante, ou encore en y appliquant du
papier peint & motifs ou du lambris. Vous
pourriez aussi créer un faux mur de brique ou
de pierre qui attirera tous les regards!

7. Renouveler les luminaires : I'éclairage
joue un réle primordial dans I'ambiance.
Troquez vos vieux luminaires contre des
modeles en vogue pour changer I’apparence
des pieces et adoptez les ampoules a DEL
pour une meilleure efficacité énergétique.

A vous de jouer!
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PAYSAGE
ANDSCAPE

Sébastien
Bonnerot, viine, 5.sc

COURTIER IMMOBILIER INC.
PROPRIETAIRE D'’AGENCE

819.328.6111

sebastien.bonnerot@century21.ca

WWW.JEMENOCCUPE.CA

1er au QUEBEC (C21 unités vendues)
B0 TOP 1% au CANADA I+l

PME

INTER

NOTAIRES
GAGNE ISABELLE PATRY LAFLAMME
& ASSOCIES, NOTAIRES s.e.n.c.r.l.

Mireille Alary, Notaire-Notary
131A, rue Victoria, Shawville, QC J0X 2Y0
T. 819 647-6300

DETA
QUIPMENT RE

SABLE - GRAVIER - TERRE A JARDIN
MUR DE SOUTENEMENT
LOCATION D' EQUIPEMENT
OPERATIONS FORESTIERES
A OR A FR A 0DA

N 0
519-089-9/0 513-039-34
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TERRE NOIRE
PIERRE CONCASSEE
SABLE

TOP SOIL - CRUSH STONE - SAND

RBO# 1560838387 O O SOCH
3270 Hwy 148, luskwlle Qc
819-455-2229
Toll Free: 1-877-605-2229

4 CONSTRUCTION

W.A. HODGINS
LUMBER

STORE (0. LTEE.

HOME HARDWARE (&)

MATERIAUX DE CONSTRUCTION
QUINCAILLERIE ~ ARTICLES MENAGERS

BUILDING SUPPLIES
HARDWARE ~ HOUSEWARES
325, rue Main Street, Shawville, QC.

819-647-2731
819-647-6363

y mnrr 4
/ADOUCEUR

CONSTRUCTION - RENOVATION - EXCAVATION
POUR TOUS VOS BESOINS DE RENO

Portes & Fentres - Planchers - Terrasses
Salles de bain et plus

FOR ALL YOUR RENO NEEDS

Windows & Doors - Flooring - Decks - Bathrooms and more

819-209-1244

RBQ# 5795-8126-01
!Ell n /ConstructionDanyLadouceurInc

g ¢ ™0 £ -
BETON, SABLE ET GRAVIER
CAMION POMPE A BETON

CONCRETE, SAND & GRAVEL
CONCRETE PUMP TRUCK

RESIDENTIELLE - COMMERCIALE

9828745 Canada Inc.
@ CAMPBELL’S BAY CIMENT
1210 Route 148, Campbell's Bay QC JOX 1K0
819-648-2144

Calvin Fleury, Master Electrician
483 River Road, Chapeau, QC JOX 1M0
T: 819-689-2263

C: 613-717-2263
calvinf@hotmail.com
RBQ #5694-5165-01

CERTIFIED GENERAC TECHNICIAN
OFFERING GENERAC SALES - INSTALLATION - WARRANTY

Weatherall
Mechanical

C

weatherall.ltd@gmail.com

819-647-7070

Chauffage et
( Climatisation

Heating & Cooling

CUISINES
= I_C)I I
KITCHENS
FABRICANT D’ARMOIRES DE CUISINE
KITCHEN CABINET MAKER
27 Mclellan St., Campbells Bay, QC
Toch Pilon 819-648-5654
www.pilonkitchens.com
Zach@pilonkitchens.com

Prenez rendez-vous dés maintenant.
Estimation et design gratuits.
Call us today to book an appointment.
Free design and estimate.
RBQ 5676-1638-01
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MAGASINER DANS LE QUARTIER

SHOP THE NEIGHBOURHOOD 10-12 MATTHEWS AVE., PEMBROKE, ON_

B\ \

e

lit & panneaux king
king panel bed

lit & panneaux queen & double
queen & double panel bed

jumeau / twin

ALBAR e - - CORLODA

BRYMONT
mantenant 1899 S vow
Reg 2190,00 $

muntenant 799 S now

commande en seulement / order in only

muntenant 288 S now
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LORREZE CHAISE ELEVATRICE - 1799 $

avec siége chauffant et massage intégré
LORREZE LIFT CHAIR vith heated seat and built in massage
(en acier et bois flotté / in steel and driftwood)

ASHLEY
613-629-5464

ashleypembroke.ca

Plans de paiements €gaux sur
12 mois disponibles O.A.C.

12 month Equal Payment plans available O.A.C

BEAUDOIN REFLEXX

base de plate-forme

“Mirabel Polaris

Matelas / Mattress olatform base
jumeau / twin 399,99 $ a purilr de
double/plein starting at
double/full 499’99 $ 3999 s
queen 549,99 $
*jusqu'a épuisement du stock/while supplies last dmponﬁ,hvl;“g&": itnof,ﬁssilzeessmllles

3500 PIEDS CARRES DE 3900 SQ. FT. OF SLEEP
SOMMEIL SUR UN SEUL ON 1LEVEL WITH OVER
NIVEAU AVEC PLUS DE 30 30 MATTRESSES TO
MATELAS AU CHOIX! CHOOSE FROM!

Faites passer votre sommeilet  Take your Sleep and Health to a

votre santé a un tout autre niveau whole new level with Adjustable
avec des hases réglahles a partir hases starting at $6991

e 699 $!

3500 PIEDS CARRES DE SOMMEIL SUR UN SEUL NIVEAU AVEC
PLUS DE 30 MATELAS AU CHOIX !

3500 SQ. FT. OF SLEEP ON 1 LEVEL WITH OVER 30
MATTRESSES TO CHOOSE FROM!

Located hehind Ashiey Pembroke

613-629-346%

VOLETS ET STORES

% I
EL

SHUTTERS AND
BLINDS ON SALE

T-;wi ;.'
| R

Cuatom PDraperies & Plinds

Fine Bed Linens, Duvets & Pillows

613-735-0370

12 Matthews Ave, Pembroke
(a coteé de / beside Ashley Pembroke)

customdraperies.ca

M A

' %

. A B
& -
I

f I e, L B N

. T R4

——




[[l JOURNAL DU PONTIAC ~

2024.03.27

st A i ¥

Innovative greenhouse technology
comes to the Pontlac

CLIFFORD WELSH
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

LITCHFIELD - Pontiac food
producers attracted the
attention of government rep-
resentatives and federal farm
assistance  organizations
during Farm Safety Week.
On March 12, Pontiac MP
Sophie Chatel, MRC Pontiac
Warden Jane Toller and Farm
Credit Canada representative
Carole-Anne Nadeau toured
Bryson Farms and the
new greenhouse project Jean
Zhang, a local businessman
and Bryson councillor,
is pursuing behind the
Ultramar gas bar.

Zhang and his nephew
Ryan, with the help of local
labour, have been working
for the last two years on the

greenhouse. Zhang adapted
the 50" x 200’ Chinese-
designed passive solar
building using as many local
materials and workers as
possible. He's also experi-
menting with a system of
compost-generated heat for
the cooler months using
European technology called
Biomeiler with the help
of Cathy Fox, a Bryson
resident and composting
advocate.

A Chinese passive solar
greenhouse provides con-
stant, year-round tempera-
tures, naturally and passive-
ly, with little reliance on the
heating and cooling systems
seen in many conventional
greenhouses. Originally
designed in China to feed
millions of people, the

onuments

Carving Memories in Stone

ANNOUNCES

SEASONAL &
IN STOCK
DISCOUNTS

Sale ends April 15th, 2024

64 MAIN, ST., COBDEN
(613) 646-2275

Visit our website at
www.yolkowskimonuments.ca

LARGE DISPLAY OF MONUMENTS
WITH AN INDOOR SHOWROOM
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

Jean Thang explums the prlnclple of generahng heat from compost fo

Pontiac MP Sophie Chatel as Ryan Zhang looks on.

design cleverly uses nature
itself to produce the ingredi-
ents to fuel the inside of
the greenhouse with mini-
mal effort — even in the
winter. The earthen mound
on the back wall absorbs
heat from the sun and
radiates it into the building
and the retractable tarpaulin
can be rolled down at night
to retain accumulated heat
from the daylight hours.
Chatel explained how it's

STOCKER SALES EVERY TUESDAY

TRUCKING AVAILABLE ANYWHERE
IN ONTARIO AND OUEBEC

BENDICK E13 602 7253
MATTDICK EI3 B33 1598

critical that Canada increase
food production as increas-
ing pressures on US food
production due to climate
change and water issues
make America less reliable
as a source of import.

Stuart Collins of Bryson
Farms hopes federal repre-
sentatives can assist in
attracting foreign seasonal
workers to fill the gap in the
local labour force.

—— “Greenhouse’ p. 15
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CANADIAN AGRICULTURE SAFETY WEEK
L March 100h trough 1612024
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Ryan and Jean Zhang inside their Chinese-designed, passive solar
greenhouse in Litchfield.

ALE
SATURDAY APRIL 6

Jean-Paul Lariviere,
Pembroke, ON

Large assort of electrical & plumbing items, hand & electrical tools.

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

FRIDAY EVENING APRIL 19
Henk Maat,
Cobden, ON

tractors, line of farm machinery, & cattle trailer. Be on time only a few small items.

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0

SATURDAY APRIL 27
Henry & Pauline LaSalle,
Grand Calumet Island, QC

tractors, full line of good farm muchmery

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

FRIDAY EVENING MAY 10
Bred Heifer Sale,
Douglas, ON

P&T Farms, 75 first/second calf X-bred Charolais heifers with calves at foot. Bred
Charolais. All Vaccinated, ready fo go.

Assortment of auction sales hooked for May & June. All live auctions.

Check prestoncull.com
for complete listing & pictures.

AUCTIONEER: PRESTON CULL,
DOUGLAS - 613-649-2378
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CANADIAN AGRICULTURE SAFETY WEEK

GRACE RICHARDS

LUSKVILLE - In an inter-
view with CHIP FM, Héléne
Alary, co-owner of Sucrerie
Alary in Luskville,
discussed how the warmer
weather patterns have
made it difficult to sustain
her business. The ups and
downs in temperature
impact how maple trees
produce, as the tapping of
the tree is dependent on
weather. Typically, the sap
period is a month long, but
the unseasonably warm
weather is affecting maple
syrup production.

Alary shared, “For our
normal production levels, it
needs to be very cold at
night and over five degrees
during the day. However,
with the changing weather,
we have to adapt to the pat-
terns. The quality of the sap
is also affected by the
weather patterns, and less
flavourful sap is produced.”

Alary’s farm has been in

i s NI s AW ol s
Climate change challenges
the maple Syrup mdustry

business for 47 years and
has grown accustomed to
the ever-changing weather
and its impact on syrup
production. This season,
Alary anticipates closing up
shop in early April and run-
ning out of product by the
end of the month, which is
much earlier than usual.

Like Alary, many maple
syrup producers are strug-
gling with the impact the
changing climate is having
on the industry. The Quebec
Maple Syrup Producers
noted on their website that
the industry has begun
adapting to combat these
challenges with innovations
to the tools used in maple
syrup production. One
innovation that has shown
high success is the use of
vacuum pumps, which
speed up the flow of the sap
by lowering the pressure
in the tree, decreasing
the producer’s dependence
on favourable weather
conditions.

3 -ﬂ'l-l...- ]

L

Thomas Alury uses speuullzed pliers to work on the tubing used fo

transport sap. (Photo: Sucrerie Alary)

Greenhouse — fiom p. 14

Joanne Labadie, Chatel’s assistant,
noted municipalities need to create local
through the

infrastructure

foreign workers.
TECQ

(gas tax) grant to facilitate housing for

M&R FEEDS

& FARM SUPPLY

MICKSBURG | PEMBROKE | SHAWVILLE

Local People, élobal Connections

PURINA-CARGILL - PIONEER - QUALITY SEED - HARVEX - GALLAGHER - C&M SEEDS

ARROWQUIP - ALPINE - PESTICIDES - AGRICULTURAL PLASTIC -

FENCING

LIVESTOCK FEEDERS & HANDLING EQUIPMENT - LIVESTOCK & POULTRY SUPPLIES
PET FOOD - WOOD PELLETS - CATTLE LICK BARRELS - STEEL ROOFING & SIDING

MICKSBURG
613:735-3689

SHAWVILLE
819-647-2814

PEMBROKE
613-732-2843

www.mandrfeeds.com

(CASW) is a public awareness
campaign focusing on the importance of
farm safety. It takes place every year
during the third week of March; this

Canadian Agricultural Safety Week year from March 10 to 16.

ATTENTION

LIVESTOGK PRODUGERS

Ontario Stockyards Inc., Cookstown, Ontario
is an approved facility to market Quebec
livestock. If you choose to market
your livestock through Ontario Stockyards Inc.
we would require your stakeholder
number and a site number.

For more information and to market
your livestock please contact:

Ab Carroll: 705-344-6654
Brian Pascoe: 705-878-6918

Office Tel: 705-458-4000
Fax: 705-458-4100
Email: info@ontariostockyards.on.ca

Box 1051, 3807 Hwy 89
Cookstown, ON LOL 1LO

www.ontariostockyards.on.ca

FOR ALL
YOUR 'I'IIlE

traller, lawnmower
and recreational
vehicle tires.

Trust your certified tire technician.
vaughanbastientireservice@gmail.com
323 Queen St., Shawville

819-328-04017

FULL AUTO SERVICE
TRUCK ACCESSORIES

- BOOK YOUR VEHICLE -
UNDERCOATING NOW!

MECHANICAL BRUSHING

EXCAVATION * FLOATING « SWEEPING « FIREWQOD SALES « SAND & GRAVEL DELIVERY

NATHAN'S EXCAVATION

Nathan Masseau — nathanmasseau@hotmail.com

619-689-56/9

Until April 15

Youth Bikes,
Motorcycles,
Side by Sides

YOUR LOCAL () cFMOTO DEALER

1321 Pembroke St E, Pembroke

613-638-9595
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ONLINE CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

QUALITY TRACTORS, BACKHOE, SKIDSTEER, TRAILERS, FARM MACHINERY, LAWN & GARDEN AND MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
held ot Fife Agricultural Services Ltd. —14740 Gy Rd 43, Finch, On

Online Bidding:
April 11-15 (Soft Close 6:00pm)
www.jamesauction.com

Viewing: Beginning Mon. Apr 8 and runs all week 10:00am — 3:00pm daily
Pick Up: Tues, April 16 10:00am — 5:00pm, Wed, April 17 9:00am — 5:00pm, Thurs, April 18 9:00am — 2:00pm.

We are very impressed with the high quality of these consignments:

Tractors: JD 7420, 4WD, ITV transmission w/ Whirl auto-steer, duals, 3800 hrs-very good condition; MF 6490, 4WD/ cab, 2010, 4200 hrs, 50kms, front suspension, front 1000 PTO and 3ph (Zuidberg)-very good condition; IH Puma 180, 4WD,

4650 hrs, pre def- very nice; NH TM165, 4WD, sells w/ duals, 3136 hrs-very good condition; JD 8450 Articulating w/ 520/70R34 tires, 7477 hrs-good condition; Case MXM 120, 2WD w/ duals, 3200 hrs-excellent condition; Ford 7840, 4WD

w/ loader, 7246 hrs- new motor at 7000 hrs; MF 393, 2WD, cab, new rear tires-excellent condition; JD 7200, 2WD, cab w/ air, 3 remotes, 7400 hrs -very good condition; 18.4-38 snap-on duals w/ spacers; JD 4320, 4WD, front wheel

assist-good condition; JD 820, diesel; JD R, diesel-good condition; Landini Globus 60 w/ Hardi ST55 loader and quick attach bucket -good condition; MF 3140 4 WD, 1000/540 PTO, 7000 hrs, (air and 3ph not working); 20.8-38 duals; Kubota

M126X, 4WD w/ 3rd function loader, cab, 7560 hrs; JD 2320, 4WD, cab, 26 HP w/ mower, 1220 hrs; White Field-Boss 2-105, 2WD; White 1370, 4WD, w/ loader, diesel, 65hp, motor rebuilt; Ford 4600, 2WD, w/ cab, motor rebuilt in 2019; Deutz

8006, 2WD, no cab, weights, rears 18.4-34; IH Farmall 140; Cockshutt 40 Diesel Deluxe, 1957, power steering, new 15.5-38 tires, restored-excellent condition; Cockshutt 40, red, gas; MH 22, gas;

Backhoe: Case 580 Super M, 4WD, extendahoe, 4 way bucket and pallet forks, 6176 hrs-good condition;

Skidsteer: Bobcat 5175, diesel, rubber-tired, 1230 hrs, 6" bucket, Gators: 2002 JD Gator, 6x4, 376 hrs; 2000 JD TS, 4X2 gator, new seats, manual dump box-runs great;

Gators: 2002 JD Gator, 6x4, 376 hrs; 2000 JD TS, 4X2 gator, new seats, manual dump box-runs great;

Snowmobiles: 2- 1999 Skidoo Grand Touring 600 snowmobiles, 11,000 and 12,000 kms;

Tlruilerbs: IEby ulllljminum tandem axle 25’ 5th wheel trailer, built in 2017, bought new in 2020-last safetied in 2022-very good condition; 8'x21" steel trailer, tandem axle, removable sides-sells as is; 7'6"x20 steel tandem frailer, new floor,

electric brakes-sells as is;

Farm Machinery: Lemken Rubin 9 Gigant 105/800, 8m, 2013-like new; Salford 570 RTS vertical tillage, 20'; 2014 Kuhn 8000-25 Excellerator, 25'-excellent condifion; Case IH disc, 34"; Steiger 7 shank chisel plow; Willmar 600 fertilizer

spreader, 6 ton; John Shearer hyd disc plow; JD 980 21" cultivator w/ harrows; Ezee-On 30" culfivator; JD 1780 split row 6-11 corn planter, wet and dry, set up for no-till, JD 250 monitor; White 8122 4000 Series, 12 row corn planter, verfical

fold, no fertilizer, corn plates, no bean plates; 12 fertilizer openers; Great Plains YP825A-16TR 8/16 twin row planter w/ dry fertilizer; JD 7000 6 row corn planter, 30" rows, w/ monitor-good condition; White 6100 6 row corn planter, seed box

extensions, cross auger and monitor-field ready; JD 750 no-till drill, 15°; Dunham-Lehr sprocket packer w/ wings, 30, 18" sprockets; McFarlane 42" harrow w/ wings-excellent condition; Landoll No 2325 disc ripper; Dawn Pluribus siripfill, 6 row,

30"; Kongskilde 30" S-Tine cultivator w/ spike harrow; Willrich 2800 22" cultivator w/ harrows; Bush Hog 1439 10 disc; JD 19" mulch finisher; Ezee-On HD offset disc, 12'; JD 115 disc, approx. 14", harrows and dual wheels; Flexicoil 1330 fertilizer

cart; Market 6” x 20’ fertilizer auger w/ plastic and steel auger; Unverferth 375 gravity box and wagon w/ stainless 14" auger; Turnco gravity box w/ fertilizer auger and 10 ton undercarriage; Schulte SRW 1400 rock rake; Degelman 6000

signature rock picker; Harmon Rockomatic 5800 rock picker; Ford 151 4 furrow semi-mount plow; Triple K 4 furrow plow w/ chisel points instead of mound boards; 5 shank chisel plow; homebuilt land leveler, 24'; Krantz 15" packer on wheels;

subsoiler leveler; JD 7' HD 3ph blade; Farmhand 14" packer; 2 row crop cultivators, 4 and 6 row; 12 JD Maxemerge row units; Yetter markers; Great Plains seeder, solid stand folding drill, 24'; Hardi Navigator 550 sprayer, 50" boom, tandem

dump trailer, electric start, tarp-good condition-selling as is; homemade hyd dump box; NH 790 tandem manure spreader w/ top beater, new apron; New Idea 353 tandem manure spreader; NH 679 manure spreader; JD 680 tandem manure

spreader w/ fop beater, end gate and double apron; Sukup grain cleaner; 24" grain bin floor power sweep; feeder wagons; New Holland 353 grinder mixer, extendable auger-very good condition; Case International 1355 grinder mixer

w/ extension auger; DMC 44 high capacity grain cleaner w/ exira screens; Duke 15" rotary mower; JD 220 high speed stalk chopper; JD 643 6 row corn head, 30”; 32" harrow and bracket from JD cultivator;

Haying & Forage: MF 2250 big square baler w/ Procut, automatic acid applicator, tandem axle, approx. 48000 bales, 3'x3’, well maintained- nice; Case IH 8570 big square baler, 30000 bales-clean; JD 24T small square baler; JD 336 small

square Euler; (laas 225 Rotocut round baler, soft core, 4'x4" bales w/ attached wrapper, monitor; Claas round baler w/ mesh; JD 457 Silage Special round haler-excellent condition; Vermeer 4051 round baler; NH BR7060 round baler, hyd reverser,

rotocut; NH 1431 dischine, 14'-clean; JD 1600A hayhine, center pivot, hyd, PTO pump, 12'- good condition; Krone 4013cv dischine, easy cut, 13"-good condition; Kuhn 17002 tedder, 58', 16 spinners; Claas Volto 75T tedder, 6 spinner; Claas tedder,

6 spinner; JD 751 4 spinner tedder; Claas 660 24" rake; Valmar 455 hay pro powder inoculant dispenser; Kuhn GA8731 rake, master drive, 30'-like new; Krone Swadro 42T rake-like new; 2- NH 256 rakes; 22' and 24" hale thrower wagons;

2- steel HD hay wagons, 28', checker plate racks on 15 ton Horst undercarriages, 425 fires; JD 18 flat rack hay wagon-good condition; JD 965 wagon undercarriage; 24’ round or square bale wagon, rails; 10 ton wagon w/ 14" rack; bale clam;

NH 790 forage harvester w/ 2 row corn head; NH 3ph forage harvester; 2-Gehl 980 forage wagons w/ tandem undercarriages and roofs, stored inside; 3- Dion 3 beater forage wagon; JD 150 silage blower-very good; Dion $55-02 silage blower-

excellent; Case IH 600 forage blower; Wic 4 roller blower w/ hyd intake auger;

Augers: Westfield MK100-61 auger, 10" x 60" w/ swingaway hopper; Brandt 10-70 grain auger and undercarriage; Brandt 7"x35’ auger and undercarriage; 2-6"x25'grain augers;

Grain Wagons: 7 Bruns gravity boxes on 12 and 15 ton Horst wagons; Killbros 475 bu grain buggy w/ 23-1-26 tires; Unverferth GG475 grain buggy w/ 18.4x26 tires; Unverferth 275 gravity box on 10 ton undercarriage; Unverferth gravity

box and wagon w/ fertilizer auger;

Stable Equip: - Provibec TMR 536 Super Mix feed carts; several conveyors; Valmetal 350 feed cart, RH; portable TMR mixer w/ Honda 22hp engine; Agrimetal straw chopper w/ Honda engine; Wic 4" alley sweeper w/ Honda engine; barn fans;

\Irlmiﬁr bowﬁlsi; Puﬂz 54" cleaner, HD drive unit, RH, new 2012 w/ approx. 275’ chain, 16" high flite; gutter grates; Houle stable cleaner drive unit w/ motor; manure stirrer; 10 new self-locking head gates, 10"; GEA VA27 3ph PTO agitator w/ tow
itch; calf hutches;

Misc: Trimble FMX monitor w/ power harness; 60 rolls of 30" Silacord bale wrap; 4000-450 baler twine-45 bales; Wacker Neuson WL 32 front end loader; Husqvarna chain saws; fire changer machine; 2-3 ph wood chippers; Berg pot filler/soil

mixer; assorted GEA milking equipment; Deiroit Diesel water pump; pressure washer; MacDon guards and sections; 100 gal portable fuel tank w/ pump; draw bolts; Dewalt V2" electric impact drill; Mini Mig 180 welder; misc bearings; mobile air

comlfre;sor, gas, b=ows some oil; electric motors; Danuser post auger; 12" post auger; metal cutting horizontal band saw; commercial cement mixer, % hp; commercial table saw, % hp; backhoe bucket; garden filler; power tailgate for pickup

truck; chain; ATV plow;

Snowhlowers: Agritrend 7' snowblower; McKee 7' double auger snowblower; Straw: 100 bales of 7' wheat straw; Tires: several sets of Ag and truck tires-see online;

Posts and Lumber: quantity of cedar posis and rails; 20 pieces of 2"x 8" x 16 rough cut spruce; Generators: several PT0 and gas generators;

Antique Machinery: Wilkinson wooden wheeled grain wagon, stenciled-rare-very good condition; steel wheeled wagon-restored w/ drop deck rack and front ladder; MH restored steel wheeled cultivator; completely restored wooden wheeled

hay tedder w/ buckeye seat-excellent; JD 8-26 snow blower w/ chains, walk behind model; Cockshutt manure spreader-no apron; gravity box and wagon; MH disc plow, 6 disc-very good condition;

Toys: ID 2010 crawler; Case 800 tractor, 1991 4th anniversary; MH 55 collector edition; MH 50 w/ plow; Farmall 460; cast iron hog oiler; metal dump trac trailer; 8560 NH pedal tractor (cast), MH 44, AC D21, Case steam fraction engine in the

hox; HC 66 series -1,2,4,8; JD 4020 tractor w/ 237 corn picker; JD Model B tractor; Ford Versatile 846 articulating tractor; parts catalogues for Ferguson implements; metal signs; Frost & Woods seat; cast iron seats; JD tractor weight; Historical

reference Ford picture; many other assorted items.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: Scott Fife 613-330-1142 (Bilingual)
Stewart James 613-227-3269, Dennis Fife 613-551-2363

See jamesauction.com for online bidding, full details and pictures.

Terms: Visa, MasterCard, Debit, E-Transfer, Cash or Cheque with Proper ID (Bank Draft may be required)
1.5 % Buyer's Premium applies (Max $2500 per item).  Full terms available online.
For assistance registering online, contact Stewart James Jr. (bilingual) at 613-222-2815.  For viewing by appointment, contact Stewart James at 613-227-3269

James Auction Service Lid.

Stewart James - 613-445-3269 ~ Stewart James Jr. - 613-222-2815 ~ Erin James-Merkley - (613) 277-7128
www.jamesauction.com
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TOP SELLING YEARLING

CHAROLAIS BULL NETS

$7,400 FOR RON-WAY
LIVESTOCK

Ron Hodgins of Shawville has
been raising and selling purebred
Charolais bulls at his farm on the
7th line for the last 15 years, but
this year he decided to try a public
sale af the Renfrew Pontiac
Livestock sale barn, March 12.
“Public auctions are good because
they bring everyone together on a
specific day and time to buy the
bulls,” said Hodgins.

The top selling Charolais
(57,400), owned by Hodgins, sold
to Neil Gervais from Mansfield.
L'lsle-aux-Allumettes farmer Bobby Fitzpatrick bought the second most expensive bull ($6,500). Buyers hailed
from all over Quebec and Renfrew County. The average selling price was $5,200.

Hodgins farms 230 acres of his own land and rents another 250 acres. His parents and grandparents were
also farmers, all on the 7th line in Shawville. “Farming is a lifestyle and not a good choice it you're
delicate, but it's a great life if you don't weaken. You have to be hardworking and dedicated,” emphasized
Hodgins, who didn't shy from noting farmers are facing numerous challenges such as the increased cost of
almost everything and high inferest rates. -Peter L. Smith

PHOTO: The top-selling bull at the Ron-Way Livestock bull sale in Cobden, March 12. The bull weighed
90 Ibs at birth on January 11, 2023, and had a weaning weight of 950 Ibs.

(elebrating Agriculture
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OTTAWA VALLEY FARM SHOW SHOWCASES LATEST EQUIPMENT

The annual Ottawa Valley Farm Show, held March 12 to 14 ot the EY Centre, attracted thousands of people
from across Canada, including the Pontiac, interested in chatting with fellow farmers and seeing what new
equipment and services are available on the market. 360 exhibitors displayed their products and services.

The show is the largest agricultural trade show in Eastern Ontario and is sponsored by the Ottawa Valley
Seed Growers Association. The show first began as a Seed Fair in 1927. It grew and developed into the Ottawa
Valley Farm Show in 1959.

Exhibitors were set up inside and outside, showcasing various equipment such as tractors, discs, feed mixers,
outdoor funaces, trailers and more. The event also featured real estate agents, ferfilizer sales, drainage
businesses, solar power companies, livestock watering businesses, vehicle leasing and rust control companies.
A hydroponic gardening exhibit and a booth showcasing honey production attracted much inferest.

The Ottawa Valley Seed Growers Association is a nonprofit board with 25 directors/farmers and agribusiness

representatives  from  Eastern =
Septic Tank

Ontario and Western Quebec.
-Peter L. Smith

PHOTO: Growcer Modular Food
Solutions” booth was a popular
attraction af the Ottawa Valley
Farm Show, March 12 to 14. They
specialize in "container farming"
as an innovative way fo produce
fresh local food year round.

QUALITY ONLINE FARM AUCTION

10326 Mclntyre Rd, Mountain On —from Winchester travel West on Hwy 43 for 11 km and turn
South towards Mountain on Cty Rd 1. Travel 4 km, then turn West on Cameron Rd for 1 km and take o
slight left onto Mclntyre Rd. Watch for Online Auction Signs.

Online Biddiny:
Mar 28 - Apr 1(Soft Close 6:00pm)
WWWw.jamesauction.com

Viewing: Tues Mar 26 and Wed Mar 27, 10:00am — 3:00pm or by Appointment
Pick Up: Tues, Apr 2 10:00 - 5:00pm, Wed, Apr 3 9:00am — 2:00pm

RETIRING FROM FARMING THE FOLLOWING WILL BE OFFERED BY ONLINE AUCTION:
6 Tractors, Backhoe, Combine, Kubota UTV, Farm Machinery and Miscellaneous Articles

See jamesauction.com for full listing,
online bidding, full details and pictures.
Terms: Visa, MasterCard, Debit, E-Transfer, Cash

or Cheque with Proper ID (Bank Draft may be required)
1.5 % Buyer's Premium applies (Max $2500 per item).  Full terms available online.

For assistance registering online, contact Stewart James Jr. (bilingual) at 613-222-2815.
For viewing by appointment, contact Stewart James at 613-227-3269

Prop: Ralph DeVries

Auctioneer’s Note: An excellent line of farm machinery that has always been well maintained and stored inside.

James Auction Service Ltd.

Stewart James - 613-445-3269 ~ Stewart James Jr. - 613-222-2815
Erin James-Merkley - (613) 277-7128

Owners and Auctioneers not responsible for accidents
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QC’s 2024-2025 budget presents
challenges and opportunities for Pontiac

CARL HAGER & TASHI FARMILO deficit ever. Grants for housing, roads, and
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE special projects will be difficult to obtain,”
Fortin told the Journal.

QUEBEC - The Quebec government's “The budget counts the largest deficit in
2024-2025 budget has sparked a debate in  Quebec's history at $11 billion. This is the
the Pontiac region, with concerns raised direct result of bad decisions and excessive
about its impact on local economic spending by the CAQ [Coalition Avenir
development, government operations, and  Québec],” Fortin stated. “The Outaouais
community support. André Fortin, Pontiac  will receive only 3.6% of the province's
Liberal MNA, expressed his apprehensions infrastructure spending over the next few
regarding the budget, which represents years, meaning we'll be able to build or
the largest deficit in Quebec's history improve fewer schools and roads than

and a government attempt to tighten its other regions,” he added.
budgetary belt. Despite these concerns, the budget
Fortin criticized the budget for a lack of does contain some positive aspects, such

new measures to enhance productivity and as enhanced pensions for seniors with . c - :
support for the agricultural sector, which is  disabilities. PLUMMER BOAT SHOW SHOWCASES PRINCECRAFT MODELS
crucial for rural Pontiac. He also expressed Suzanne  Tremblay, Hull MNA,

disappointment in the government’s plan expressed pride in the government's . . . .
o pﬂgse out subsidies fgor the purchaspe of bugget higrﬁ)lighting its foc%s on health | R-6. Dick Plummer Marine and Power Products held their annual boat show in the Pembroke Mall the week

electric vehicles and the anticipated and education as the top priorities for | 0f March 21. The Ottawa Valley business featured a variety of models from pontoons o fishing boats, as well
reduction in infrastructure spending in the  Quebecers. “We're making the necessary | as motors and accessories. Special rebates are on unfil the end of March and financing is always available.

Outaouais. . choices: $2.9 billion in savings by | Plummer's retail location at 1495 Pembroke St. stocks a full line of boats from Princecraft plus Mercury
_“Organizations expecting grant money ~ 2028-2029 by optimizing state action, | motors, tubes and many other boating accessories. The store also sells Husqvarna chainsaws, lawnmowers,
will be hard pressed to get anything from and a prudent financial framework, which | ;.4 generators and offers a complete repair shop on-site. -Peter L. Smith

the government as it will be tightening its includes $7.5 billion in provisions to

budgetary belt, making it very difficult for deal with economic uncertainty,” Trembla . . . . Qe
|Oca? comymunities o a%CESS fa/nds for their  said. 4 Y| PHOTO: RG. Dick Plummer Marine and Power Products sales associate Matt Boisclair shows the 2024

projects. This is the result of the Quebec Princecraft Vectra RL pontoon boat at the Pembroke Mall Boat Show. The 21-foot boat seats 10 and has a
government posting its largest budgetary — “Budget” p. 19 | tear lounger for added comfort. It is equipped with a 60 hp four-stroke Mercury motor.

CASSIDY’S

TRANSFER & STORAGE LTD.

“Your Total Transportation Company”

-
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VERSATILITY
IS THE NAME OF THE GAME.

Get ready to crush spring chores with the Massey Ferguson® GC1700 Series.
Haul dirt, fix fence, load rocks and mow your fields with the variety of attachment
options these tractors offer. Productivity has never looked so good.

” GET READY FOR

FINANCING ALL MODELS IN STOCK WINTER STORAGE
20 Foot 14 Gauge Steel Containers

AVAILABLE AND READY TO ROCK. Wood Floor / 1360 Cubic Feet / 5290 Lbs Tare Weight

5 "?\m All Containers are wind & water tight.
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SALUTING
OUR FARMERS

Container Condition, Colour and Grade
will be reflected by the price.

] Pembroke | 2447 Greenwood Rd. | (613) 638-5372
Carleton Place | 7642 HWY 15 | (613) 253-3344 1001 Mackay St., Pembroke - Telephone: (613) 735-6881
FARM EQGUIPMENT LTD. www.elliottfarmequipment.com Toll Free: 1-800-663-6615 ¢ www.wemovetheworld.com

Free Delivery within Renfrew County
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BY FRED RYAN pusLisHER EMERITUS

Oil-stupid?

We hear many climate-
change arguments for
"getting off oil". We also see
as many arguments the
other way: "oil is reliable...
steady... has a distribution
network in place".

Or even that a petrol-
cousin, LNG, gas is some-
how non-polluting and the
solution to, to what, to the
profit statements of petro-
investors like Canada's
banks? Pro-oil's big claim
is that it supports jobs in
Canada; but anti-oil's
unbeatable argument is
that very oil is destroying
our climate, and hence, it's
destroying us. We won't
live through the destruction
we clearly see heading our
way, given our present
lifestyles, or big appetite
for convenience. And so
far, "technology" - carbon
capture, hydrogen conver-
sion, etc - has not given us
solutions; so far these
remain ideas, absolutely
unproven within current
budgets.

However, today's news
presents one more reason
to back off oil, a very big
reason. Early this year, the
Baltic states, along Russia's
northwest border, revealed
clear evidence of a massive
Russian military build-up.
About one-third of Russia's
national budget is now
going to modernize and

BUdgeT — from p. 18

The budget outlines a
plan to generate $2.9 billion
in savings over five years
through the optimization of
government action, with
significant investments in
health, education, and envi-
ronmental sustainability.

It also proposes a review
of government interventions
to improve efficiency and
generate additional revenue.

Fortin emphasized the
need for a real plan to
recruit, attract, and retain
personnel in education and
healthcare to ensure the
effective use of the budget's
allocations for these sectors.

expand their clunky but
already-massive military.

This is not just bad news
for the Ukraine - that war'll
be over by the time we
actually see Russia flex this
expanded muscle. Russia
has other targets: Canada,
for one. It's "our" big piece
of the Arctic they claim to
already own by historical
precedent. Sound familiar?
Yes, Russia already claims
substantial areas there,
especially its seafloor, rich
with oil and minerals, all of
this standing nose-to-nose
with Canada.

Agreed, we have
NORAD, our northern
military alliance with the
USA. That'll provide some
breathing room, but when
we consider how easily
the US has dropped its
supposed allies - think of
the Kurds who sacrificed
thousands to repel Saddam
Hussein.  When  they
became uncomfortable for
the Yanks, when their
alliance was no longer
facing a tin-pot dictator,
but oil-rich Iran, backed
by Russia and China,
the Kurds were dropped

at the curb.
At our top-of-the-world
front door (for the

Russians) our few troops
on their brand-new skidoos
aren't going to cut it.
We're still mulling over
newish, super-expensive
fighter jets - the Yanks
have a sale on a model
which  doesn't operate
well in Arctic conditions.
The (Unprogressive)
Conservatives think they're
fine.

So let me put it to you,
you with your hand on the
self-serve gas pump, you
still committed to oil in
your  automobile and
heating, especially, but also
you who still flies across
the continent, or cruises up
the Alaskan coast, you,
madam/sir, this oil you are
buying enriches - Russia.
Russia's military buildup
begins at our gas pumps.

Much of our olil
does enrich the American
corporations operating in
Alberta, but in terms of the
world market in oil, it is
Russia which is counting
our dollars. And Iran,
Saudi Arabia, the 'stans -
dictatorships everywhere.
The world market is where
oil's profits ultimately flow.

Climate change is our
massive challenge. But
Russia's military (already
on our northern border),
plus the world's most cor-
rupt regimes everywhere,
are massive, too. You and
| have got to stop being so
dim-witted. So oil-stupid.

MACGREGOR

CONCRETE PRODUCTS (BEACHBURG) LIMITED

Serving Ontario & Quebec since 1975

SEPTIC TANK PUMPING

* Precast Concrete Septic Tanks
* Ready Mix Concrete
o Well Tile

613-582-3459 - 1-800-267-0118

Fax: 1-613-582-7383 » www.macgregorconcrete.com

Got Pain? Try acupuncture!

ACUPUNCTURE

TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE

= Blaise T. Ryan
@ &ASSOCiI;YteS

Safe effective therapy for pain and other health problems.

~ Voted Top Acupuncture Services in Ottawa 5 years in a row. ~

Located ot 383 Parkdale Ave. in Ottawa (across from the Parkdale Market)

Book online at www.blaiseryan.com
orcall 61 3-702-53ﬁ
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B.G-C.P FIREFIGHTERS BALL

The Bryson Grand Calumet Firefighters” Ball retured for ifs first edition since 2019, Saturday, March 23,
at the municipal hall in L'lle-du-Grand-Calumet. Casval and western attire were the order of the day as
firefighters gathered with friends and family from all over the Pontiac to celebrate and acknowledge the men
and women who serve in this capacity.

Entertainment from local band REWD, comprised of René Corriveau, Eric Lanois, Willy Rivet, and Dustin
Rivet, along with special guests Louis Schryer and Ben Chabot, kept the crowd dancing all night.

After the bands first set, Bryson Fire Chief Shawn Bowie presented plaques acknowledging the years of
service of various members. Outstanding in their commitment were Wayne Cameron of Bryson, with 40 years
service; and former Fire Chief Gerald Stewart of Bryson, who received an honorary award for his 40 years
with the department. Bowie expressed his appreciation for Stewart’s influence as they spent many hours
together fighting fires throughout the years.

Juson Beaudoin of the Bryson Department took the microphone to acknowledge the support and
encouragement that Connie Cameron had given her sons and grandchildren, who all serve as firefighters,
including her son, the late Paul Cameron. Surrounded by Jason, Chief Bowey, and her family - who were
visibly moved - Connie received applause from the crowd while photos were taken. -(lifford Welsh
PHOTO: Members of the B.G-C.P Fire Department cut up for the camera af the 2024 Firefighters Ball, March
23, in L'lle-du-Grand-Calumet.

arrefour
jeunesse-emploi
du Pontiac

Pontiac Summer
Job Fair

April 10th, 2024
10 am to 2 pm

Don't miss out on the
Summer Job Fair 2024!
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POP-UP ARTISAN MARKET HERALDS EASTER AND SPRING

A “Spring Fling Pop-up Market”, held on Saturday and Sunday, March 23 - 24, at The Lodge, Main Street,
Shawville, had much to offer visitors: there were vendors from as far away as Gatineau, Mirabel and Perkins
as well as producers from Quyon, Campbell’s Bay and Norway Bay. On the ground floor were homemade
preserves, herbal remedies and cosmetics while upstairs there was a tattoo artist and vendors with freeze
dried fruit, handmade jewelry, greeting cards and more.

Several vendors from outside the area said they were trying out the Pontiac market for the first time while
Meghan Fahey-Dagenais from Quyon, whose passion is making pure vanilla extract, said she was pleased to
have a new local venue to market her products.

For the children, there were live bunnies and an outdoor Easter egg hunt (sponsored by Autonhomme
Pontiac). Carrie Ann Watson was outside at her table promoting Pontiac Seedy Saturday, coming up on April
6. She was also keeping an eye on the rabbits from Blue Hare Rabbitry in Quyon and commented the kids
were really excited to see the bunnies as they waited with baskets in hand for the hunt to begin.

Lana Cowley and partner Nikki Stephens organized the event. Lana provided a delicious luncheon menu of
soup, sandwiches, spanokopita, bruschetta, crab cakes and more. Lana, who has organized community events
in the past, was pleased with the support she received from the Municipality of Shawwille, stating, “The Lodge
is a perfect venue in the centre of town. Watch for more pop-up markets to come.” -Dale K. Shutt

PHOTO: Spring Fling Pop-up Market held March 23 — 24 at The Lodge in Shawville.
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Classes cancelled for April 8 solar eclipse

GREG NEWING
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

PONTIAC - The Western
Quebec  School Board
(WQSB) and the Centre de
services scolaire des Hauts-
Bois-de-1"Outaouais
(CSSHBO) cancelled all
classes and daycare
services scheduled for April
8 due to safety concerns
surrounding a solar eclipse
that day.

The decision was made
to prevent students from
inadvertently looking into
the sun during the eclipse,
which will take place in the
afternoon while students
are usually outside taking
the bus, getting picked up,
or walking home.

The day will be treated
by both institutions as a PD
day and will replace PD
days originally scheduled

-——

20% off!

salect pro handheld tools!

5% $200!

Special glasses are available from your local library for safely viewing

the April 8 solar elipse.

by the CSSHBO for June 7
and by the WQSB for April
5. While adult and profes-
sional education classes
will also be cancelled for
schools under the WQSB,
the CSSHBO announced
these classes will continue
as scheduled for all associ-

See dealer
for details.

A NMARINE K POWER PRODUUCTS el

613 735 2316

www.dickplummer.ca

(File photo)

ated schools in the region.
How to safely view
a solar eclipse

A solar eclipse occurs
when the moon passes
between the sun and the
earth, blocking the view of
the sun for a small portion
of the planet. The eclipse on
April 8 will be partial, with
about 90% of the sun
obscured by the moon.
It will be visible throughout
the Pontiac from 2:11 p.m.
to 4:33 p.m. with the
maximum eclipse at 3:23
p.m.

While it's possible for
residents to view the
eclipse, it's important
to take proper safety
precautions. The Canadian
Association of Optometrists
(CAO) warns about the
impact of viewing a solar
eclipse  without proper
protection; “Staring at the
sun without protection may
cause damage to one’s
retina (the tissue at the
back of your eye) called
‘solar retinopathy.” This
damage can occur without
any sensation of pain. The
injury can be temporary or
permanent.”

According to the CAO,
regular sunglasses — even
those with high UV protec-
tion — are not sufficient for
safely viewing a solar
eclipse. It can only be
safely viewed with special
purpose solar glasses that
meet the ISO 12312-2
safety standard, available
for free from public libraries
in the Pontiac. Contact your
local library to confirm
availability.

Further information on
how to safely view a solar
eclipse can be found at:
https://opto.ca/eye-health-
library/solar-eclipse-safety
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PETER L. SMITH

L’ISLE-AUX-
ALLUMETTES - Students,
teachers and support staff at
Dr. Wilbert Keon School have
shown how an upbeat and
positive attitude contributes
to great school spirit.

Interim Principal Christine
Emond and her staff work
tirelessly to obtain funding
available to smaller schools
to help promote culture and
appreciation. “School Spirit
is so important in a child's
education. Activities outside
the academic realm
allow students to expand
leadership, teamwork
and critical thinking skills.
They allow for interest
exploration and  stress
reduction. Extra-curricular
activities build character
and present opportunities
for diverse experiences.
Students' academics are
enhanced with these oppor-
tunities,” stressed Emond.

Recently, Katrina Soroka
from Maison-des-Jeunes
visited the school to speak to
grades 4 to 6 about bullying
for Pink  Shirt Day.
A nutrition workshop from
Carrefour Jeunesse d'emploi
du Pontiac was also hosted

DR. WILBERT KEON - THE SMALL SCHOOL WITH THE

BiG SCHOOL SPIRI

Keon School is buzzing with school spirit!

DWKS students enjoyed an aftemoon of free skating March 1 at the Upper Pontiac Sports Complex.

at the school on February
19.

During Carnival Week
before March break, DWKS
Student Council, led by
President Landon St. Cyr,
collaborated with Emond,
teachers and staff to provide
numerous opportunities for
participation, creativity and
fun, such as the crowning of
royalty to kick off the
week. On 'Tropical Tuesday"',
elementary  students in
teacher Klinda Brennan's
class dressed in tropical attire
for an in-class dance, and a
free skate afternoon was held
March 1 at the Upper Pontiac
Sports Complex.

Earlier this year, students
enjoyed two ski trips to
Mount Pakenham and Mont
Blanc.

The school's Valentine

4K OUTDOOR EDUCATION COLLABORATION
On March 21, DWKS Outdoor Education Specialist, Ms. Hansen, shared
her knowledge and expertise on tapping maple trees with Mme Legare's
4K Outdoor Education Class. The 4K class from Notre-Dame-du-Sacre-
Coeur was also invited. The 4K teachers and students from the two
schools have embarked on an 'outdoor education collaboration'. Interim
Principal Christine Emond thanks Ms. Hansen and secondary students

Layden and Kadyn for supporting the activity.

-Bonnie James

PHOTO: 4K students from DWKS and Notre-Dame-du-Sacre-Coeur
learn about tapping maple trees, March 21.

(Photo: Christine Emond)

Winter Formal on February
16 also assisted in strength-
ening school spirit as
students came together as a
team to work with teachers

and staff to organize
the event. Students also
participated in the
Destination Imagination

March 22

Coming up, two groups
of secondary students will
be travelling to Canadian
Nuclear Laboratories for
Career Exploration Days and
the junior volleyball teams
are gearing up for the annual
Pontiac Cup Tournament in
April.

competition in Gatineau on
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THE SMALL SCHOOL
WITH THE

BIG
SCHOOL
SPIRIT

Interim Principal Christine Emond,
teachers, staff and students.
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F: 819-689-5254

JUMP ¢ SWIM * TUBE © SURF * BOARD e SKI ® CRUISE * SKATE

OTTAWA RIVER.BOAT TOURS FOR ALL AGES

613-281-5846 GRIFF SLAUGHTER qgriffithslaughter@gmail.com
www.griffslaughterexperience.ca

Backed up or Blocked up?
Looking fo have your septic pumped?

RANGER
SEPTIC PUMPING
& PORTABLE TOILET RENTALS
/ N, Shawn Ranger ~ 20 Years Experience
H.: 819-689-525¢
2ot 613-633-7938
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SPIRIT TOGETHER!
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DOWNTOWN PEMBROKE

BOTH ENTRANCES ARE OPEN FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
Monday-Friday: 8am to 9pm e Saturday: 9am-6pm © Sunday: 9am-5pm,
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ST. PATRICK'S DAY AT THE REGAL BEAGLE
The Frost ladies: Peggy, Debbie, Karen, Marianne, and Brenda celebrate St. Patrick’s Day at George's Regal

$199 Suit=Shirt=fie=Pocket Square-Belt
BlacksSuits;Only

&0 I
$299 Sut=Sk
Bla_q 0 ‘Ej

Oow

ountry,

Beagle in Chichester, March 17. It was a packed house with live entertainment provided by Drew Jones and
Friends (Adams Buoyz) along with guest singer Luc Lair.

-Peter L. Smith

-

s

.

J]"ﬁ-a'f -Pb’ckélt Square-Belt
ma]
& MEN’S SHOP

purediSuits Available

DOWNTOWN PEMBROKE
613-732-2845
“FOR MEN WHO APPRECIATE THE FINEST”
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Oiseau Rock — Pontiac’s historic
and natural treasure

B e o =
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Graffiti on Oiseau Rock has defaced ancient Indigenous pictographs making them nearly impossible to see.
(Photo: Joann McCann)

DEBORAH POWELL
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

SHAWVILLE - Historian and researcher
Joann McCann spoke about Oiseau Rock in a
presentation hosted by the Pontiac Archives,
March 14.

Oiseau Rock is located in Sheenboro,
which is Algonquin Anishinabe traditional
territory. Rising up 150 m in an almost sheer
vertical rock face from the Kitchissippi
(Ottawa River), it's referred to as "Weezou"
rock by many locals; oiseau is the French
word for bird. Algonquin names for the site,
Pinesi Asin or Migizi Kiishkaabikaan, make
reference to a large bird as well as to rock.

A site of spiritual significance where rock
joins water to sky, Bald Eagles soar and
Peregrine Falcons nest, the rock is home to
77 ancient pictographs painted in ochre by
First Nations' people. It was also the
first recorded site of Eastern Woodlands
Indigenous spiritual activity.

In 1686, Pierre de Troyes, a French
military captain, described the location,
noting "it's where the Indians make their
sacrifices, shooting arrows over it, which
have small bits of tobacco attached to the
end." He also noted that "our French have a
custom of baptizing at this place those who
have never passed before." The sandy point
on the south side of the river across from
Oiseau Rock is known as Pointe au Baptéme
(baptism).

Over the next few hundred years, the rock
was passed and visited by many, eventually
becoming a tourist attraction. By the 1930s,

the first graffiti were painted on the rocks and
the vandalism has continued to the point
where many of the pictographs are difficult,
if not impossible, to see.

McCann's research on the Oiseau Rock
site began in the late 1990s. She lobbied local
government, the MRC Pontiac as well the
Ministry of Culture and Communications and
consulted with Algonquin Anishinaabeg
communities. Her MA thesis advocated for
protection and a management plan, underlin-
ing that education is the key to protection.

In 2010, after consultation and careful
planning, the MRC Pontiac opened a trail
that takes hikers to the top of Oiseau Rock,
including three lookout points and
interpretative panels in French, English and
Nishnaabemwin. The area is also home to
some rare plant species.

McCann feels strongly that a five-year
management plan is needed for the site and
additional signage should be placed at the
river level to discourage further graffiti. Some
work was done in 2021 by the Quebec
Conservation Centre to look at ways to
remove the paint, which is challenging given
the aerosols used.

Another concern for McCann is that the
proposed nuclear Near Surface Disposal
Facility (NSDF) is to be located just upriver
from Oiseau Rock and will be visible from the
top. She added that various organizations are
seeking a judicial review of the approval of
the NSDF which, in the view of many, includ-
ing MRC Pontiac, will be too close to the river.
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THE PONTIAC JOURNAL SELLS READERSHIP:

we put your ad on every kitchen table in the Pontiac and the Municipality of Pontiac:

10,000 COPIES.

What does other local media give you?

CALL: 819-683-3982 FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT PROMOTING YOUR BUSINESS.
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Petites Annonces / Classifieds
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819-683-3582 ~ notice@journalpontiac.com

5-289, rue Principale(rte 148) Mansfield (QC) JOX 1RO

Orrres D’EmpLol CominG EVENTS BIRTHDAY

SORTIR DU BOIS est a la
recherche de gens (18-45 ans)
intéressés a vivre une expérience
de travail rémunérée (15%/heure)
de 22 semaines. Cette démarche
vise Pintégration au marché du
travail.  819-648-5065. Venez
tenter votre chance!

RECHERCHE EMPLOYES pour
Mars 2024 pour entretien
paysager et taille compléte. Doit
avoir  permis de conduire
(entre  20$ et 25%/heure)
CHRISTIAN LAUZON PAYSAGISTE
819-682-0645.

s

A VENDRE - A LOUER - A VENIR
ET EVENEMENTS SPECIAUX -
OFFRES D'EMPLOI - VENTES DE
GARAGE ET DE JARDIN -
SERVICES - AVIS PUBLICS ;
envoyez votre annonce au Journal
du Pontiac a I'adresse courriel suiv-
ante : notice@journalpontiac.com
ou appelez au 819-683-3582 pour
connaitre les prix et les détails. Une
petite annonce vous permettra de
rejoindre tous nos lecteurs.

| Jos Orees

SORTIR DU BOIS is looking
for people (18-45) interested
in a paid (15%/hour) 22 week work
experience that leads to reintegra-
tion on the labour
market. 819-648-5065. Come and
try it out!

EMPLOYEES WANTED FOR
March 2024, for property mainte-
nance/landscaping and complete
trimming. Must have driver’s license
(between $20 and $25/hour)
CHRISTIAN LAUZON LANDSCAPING
819-682-0645

CominG EVENTS

TOURS BY JAMIESON TRAVEL.
Johnny Reid at Casino Rama: April
13/14. Quebec City: May 30-
June2.  Newfoundland &
Labrador: July 20-29. Ireland &
Scotland: Sept. 20-Oct.5. Call for
details at 613.582.7011 or visit
www.jamiesontravel.com.

CALLING ALL GARDENERS
Seedy Saturday is coming to the
Pontiac. April 6, 10 am — 3 pm
TCRA building, 775 rte 366,
Ladysmith. FREE ADMISSION
www.pontiacseedysaturday.ca

Wed. April 3 — Call to Artists -
Session  d'Information/ Online
Information Session - Canadian
Parks and Wilderness Society and
ArtPontiac - 2024 Dumoine River
Art for Wilderness Retreat. Email
comms@artpontiac.com to register
(include which time 2pm or 7pm
you would like to attend).

MINI BARNS, STORAGE SHEDS,
BUNKIES,  PRIVIES,  HAY
FEEDERS FOR HORSES. We built
to fit your backyard. Come check
us out at 1022, Cold Creek Road,
Eganville, ON. Closed Sundays.

NURSERY STOCK Open April to
November. A great variety of good
quality, hardy and populartrees and
shrubs, well suited for surrounding

areas. Apples, Pears, Plums,
Cherries, Grapes and currants.
Shade trees, Evergreens,

Hydrangeas, Perennials. Discount
on beautiful, fast growing, 12ft.
Maple trees till June 30, 2024 -
$139.00 Regular price $189.00
Closed Sundays 1022, Cold Creek
Rd., Eganville, On.

Norice

FOR SALE - FOR RENT -
COMING AND SPECIAL EVENTS
— JOB OFFERS — GARAGE AND
YARD SALES - SERVICES -
PUBLIC NOTICE; send your add to
the Pontiac Journal at the following
email address: notice@journalpon-
tiac.com or call 819-683-3582 for
prices and details. A small add
reaches all our readers.

- Pits | Pravrs

MERCI MON DIEU Dites 9 “Je
vous salue Marie” par jour durant 9
jours. Faites 3 souhaits : le premier
concernant les affaires, les deux
autres pour I'impossible. Vos
souhaits se réaliseront méme si
vous n'y croyez pas. Merci mon
Dieu, c’est incroyable mais vrai.
IYM

Send us your

letters to the edifor.
editor@journalpontiac.com

HAVE YOUR
AD MADE
INTOA

POSTER!

WITH THE PURCHASE
OF AN AD IN THE
PONTIAC JOURNAL.

Once the ad is built and
approved we can resize it to an
11x17 Poster for only $20!
Also, printing is available for a
nominal fee.

T

The children of
Omer and Paulette Lariviere
would like to invite family and
friends to celebrate their
80TH BIRTHDAY!

1 pm to 4 pm ~ April 7, 2024
Community Hall, Chapeau

Y

Ask your sales
representative for details.

Y
“Cassidy’s,

1001 Mackay St, Pembroke ON K8A 6X7

New pay package + Benefits available
Paid weekly direct deposits

Fast/dot approved

Dry van and flat bed

Competitive pay + Benefits
Preferred U.S. experience

| Western Quebec
—— Literacy Council

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Digital Literacy Tutor

The Western Quebec Literacy Council (WQLC) is seeking a pari-time Digital
Literacy Tutor to develop, organize, and deliver digital literacy workshops
and tutoring.

This is an 8 hour per week contract position for 52 weeks (May 2024 - April 2025).

General Duties:
* Develop new digital literacy training opportunities for English-
speaking adults, teens, and children in the Western Quebec region.
* Work closely with partner agencies to offer group training sessions,
both remotely and in-person.
* Deliver weekly one-on-one tutoring sessions.

Requirements:

* Demonstrated expertise in digital technology (laptops, cell phones,
tablets, popular software, etc.)

* Experience teaching, tutoring, or otherwise training non-experts in
digital skills.

* Excellent communication skills, including speaking, reading, and
writing in English.

* Have a valid driver's license and the means to travel across region.

Please send letter of application and curriculum vitae to the Western
Quebec Literacy Council at info@walc.org.

Deadline for application is Wednesday, April 3rd at 4 p.m.
888 647 3112

Dry Van and flat bed

Send Resume to:
sharron @ wemovetheworld.com
www.wemovetheworld.com

Cassidy's is an equal opportunity employer.

For every dollar you spen
at a local small business

66¢

11¢
{funs] )i OEIEY

stays
local

when you spend
at a multinational

eS8 mallBusiness Ereryl day

Presented by CFIB
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OBTENEZ L'INTEGRALITE DU JOURNAL EN LIGNE, GRATUITEMENT ! ~

WWW.PONTIACJOURNAL.COM
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GET THE ENTIRE JOURNAL ONLINE, FOR FREE!
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[0“(0“ RS | INSCRIPTION JUSQU'AU 30 MARS
! REGISTRATION UNTIL MARCH 30
- (u NTEST . TIRAGE LE 2 AVRIL 2024. DRAW ON APRIL 2 2024.
ENCORE QUELQUES JOURS POUR EN PROFITER ! FAITES VITE!
THERE'S STILL A FEW DAYS TO GO ! HURRY UP!

COUREZ LA CHANCE DE GAGNER

une poire ole billes ofe Trovnil - BOO
EN VOUS INSCRIVANT

A NOTRE INFOLETTRE!

ENTER TO WIN \7

N /Ww 0,; BOGS’ W&Fk %@7@
BY SUBSCRIBING TO OUR NEWSLETTER!

*Concours : Inscrivez-vous a notre infolettre et courez la chance de gagner une paire de bottes de travail BOGS d'une valeur totale de 2258 dans tous les
magasins JLS participants. Le gagnant choisira sa grandeur. Le tirage aura lieu le 2 avril 2024, Pour participer, vous devez vous inscrire a notre infolettre et
devez compléter le formulaire a I'adresse suivante: https://materiauxjls.ca dans la section concours et réglements jusqu‘au 30 mars 2024, Tous les détails
sont disponibles a I'adresse web mentionnée, ou en magasin.

*Contest: Sign up for our newsletter for a chance to win a pair of BOGS work boots worth a total of $225 at all participating JLS stores. Winner will select their
size. The draw will take place on April 2, 2024. To participate, you must subscribe to our newsletter and complete the form at https://materiauxils.ca contest
and rules section until March 30, 2024, Full details are available at the above web address, or in-store.

NOUVELLE LIGNE DE PRODUITS
ET SELECTION DE COULEURS

NEW PRODUCT LINE
AND SELECTION OF COLORS

VISITEZ / VISIT
MATERIAUXILS.CA
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